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LEE FAMILY RE-UNION, 

1896. 



In the summer of 1895 several of the ofRcials of the ''-Lek As- 
sociation," met at Meriden, Conn., to confer upon the project of 
holding a re-union during the following summer. The subject 
had been frequently mentioned in correspondence by kindred in 
different States, and a growing sentiment in its favor appeared to 
be generally prevalent. It seemed desirable to keep alive the 
association, and to cultivate a better acquaintance among the 
descendants of their common ancestor, John Lee. 

It was decided to issue a circular to several of those deeply in- 
terested, soliciting their opinion on the subject, the result of 
which was to encourage the project. 

On the first of March, 1896, a second circular was issued, invit- 
ing all the posterity of John Lee to meet in re-union at rarming- 
ton, Conn., on the 12th and 13th of August, 1896. As the kin- 
dred were scattered through many States, the question was asked, 
**why not hold the re-union in a more central location, in some 
western city ? " The reply was, "that no place was so appropri- 
ate as the old home of our ancestor — that all whocould, should 
avail themselves of the occasion to become familiar with the an- 
cestral home — that it would afford them an opportunity to learn 
more of the early life of our ancestor than they would be likely to 
obtain from any other source, and that no other place would in- 
spire any particular interest in regard to the object of our meet- 
ing, and that at the old homestt-ad was the only proper place lo 
rally. The journey from a distance would alford a delightful 
excursion to those who had never visited the home ol llulr 
ancestors, and would prove a m6st interesting event of a life- 
time," and large numbers iri the Southern and Western States, and 
the Canadas, approved the selection of location. 
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As most of those from a distance would intend to visit Hart- 
ford, and hotel accommodations at Farmington were limited, it 
was decided to make our headquarters at the United States hotel 
in Hartford, and proceed to Farmington by trolley cars — a 
charming ride of nine miles — and rctucn at night. 

iMirmington is a romantic old town, the population consisting 
largely of the descendants of those who were contemporaries of 
our ancestors in early life, who greeted us kindly, and generously 
granted the use of their beautiful town hall for our use. 



The appointed time arrived. Large numbers from a distance 
and citizens of the city assembled in the parlors of the hotel at 
Hartford, on the evening of the nth, and enjoyed a delightful 
and sociable interview. Many new acquaintances were formed, 
and many old acquaintances renewed among those who had not 
met since the gathering of 1884. 

On the morning of the 12th, the crowd took its departure for 
Farmington by trolley line. It was a charming ride, and those 
who were absent may never know what they missed. At the end 
of the route, a few minutes' walk through the shady streets, for 
which the town is noted, brought them to the place of meeting — 
lingering bythe way a few moments, as they passed the site of the 
ancient homestead, now occupied by the stately edifice of the 
Miss Porter School for Girls, to take in the scene and surround- 
ings, and let their imagination carry them back two and a half 
centuries, to the time of their ancestor's domestic life. 

No better place for meeting could have been selected than the 
Farmington town hall, a tasteful edifice of which the town may 
well feel proud. The auditorium, on the second floor, light and 
airy, seemed befitting the occasion. The large rostrum, or stage 
had been tastefully decorated with the stars and stripes, and the 
janitor was tmtiring in his attentions. 

Many kindred living within a few miles, had driven in with 
their carriages, and were equally enthusiastic with their kindred 
from other States, whom they had never met. The intense heat 
which had prevailed for a week, detained many who had ex- 
pressed their intention to be present, and numerous regrets were 
received from those who deemed it unwise to attempt a long 
journey under such circumstances. We must not omit to men- 
tion, however, the names of several who persevered under ad- 
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verso conditions: Mrs. Francis Lee and daughter, Mrs. G. W. 
Allen, of Clinton, Iowa; — Mrs. Mary Lee Anderson, of Chicago, 
aged 77, who traveled alone — Mr. Squire Lee, aged 89, and 
granddaughter, Miss Jennie S. Lee, of Bristol, Indiana, and Miss 
Kittie L. Davidson, of Montgomery, Ala., who attended the 
gathering of 1884, as a little girl eight years of age, and others 
from Ontario, Ohio and Montreal. 

A general feeling of sociability prevailed in the hall, in the 
midst of whicli the assemblage was called to order by Leonard 
Lee of Kenosha, Wis., one of the vice-presidents of the associa- 
tion, who addressed them in a few words of greeting. 



Friends and Kindred: — To say that I am happy to meet you, 
but feebly expresses my feelings on this occasion. 1 an* more 
than happy, but as 1 look over this assemblage I miss many fa- 
miliar faces which were to be seen in our midst at the gathering 
twelve years since. Of more than 30 whom I could name, who 
were prominent on that occasion, more than one-half have passed 
away, and among them our honored president, and others who 
expressed their anticipation of a happy meeting with us to-day, 
have been providentally detained. 

It is becoming us, as descendants of one common ancestor, to 
meet and rally around the old homestead, and to familiarize our- 
selves with the surroundings of that old home — to join in social 
converse — to become better acquainted, and to brighten the links 
of that chain which should bind our interests as one conunon 
kindred. Let us then improve the present occasion to become 
more interested in each other, and to strengthen our desire to 
know more of those who have been, and gone, before us. There 
f^re many interesting episodes of our ancestors yet to be learned, 
if we will but awaken a proper desire to learn them. 

Widely separated as we have been, and personally unknown to 
each other, it is not singular that we have felt an indifference, but 
may this occasion awaken an interest which shall go with us 
through life, and teach us to venerate the memory of our 
ancestors. 

That man is not to be envied who says, *' 1 care nothing for my 
ancestors" — he may feel assured that his posterity will care noth- 
ing for him. To die and be forgotten, is repugnant to the instincts 
of the human heart. Wealth or family pride may erect a proud 
monument, and inscribe thereon a few laudatory but unmerited, 
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words of praise, the sentiment of which, to those who knew the 
subject in life, will appear as cold as the granite or marble on 
which they are engraved. 

It was a custom of our fathers when assembled for deliberation 
to open their proceedings with prayer, and, in imitation of their 
example, Prof. King of Ohio will invoke the divine blessing. 



Following the invocation, and ** Praise God from whom all 
blessings flow, "came an original hymn, written for the occasion, 
Mrs. Jeannette Lee Coe of Winsted, presiding at the piano. 

INVOCATION. 



( Tune.— HKuno2(. ) 

1. 
Our fathers* God, to Thee we raise 
With Tuioe united, grateful praiHe; 
For all the blesshigs Thou hast given, 
The joys of life, the hope of heaven. 

2. 
To Thee our fathers' voice in prayer, 
Rose 8weetly on the morniug air ; 
To Thee it rose at noontide sun — 
At close of day when work was done. 

3. 
So here to-day we raise our voice, 
While m Thy bounty we rejoice ; 
With thanks for all Thou hast bestowed, 
While travelin^^ o'er life's weary road. 

4. 
Be with us now in this glad hour ; 
Here may we feel and know Thy power, 
Thy blessings share, Thy dealings see, 
And And acceptance, IxHtl, with Thee. 

6. 
So while we of our fathers learn, 
May kindly thoughts within us burn. 
And all we do. and all we say. 
Make this for each a Joyous day 



W. W. L. 
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The temporary chairman then appointed a committee to nomi- 
nate permanent officers of the jueeting, consisting of Wm. 
Wallace Lee of Meriden, H. H. Osgood of Norwich, Sarah F. 
Lee of New Hampshire, and Irving H* Lee of New York, who 
reported as follows : 

/br President, Rkv. Fuank T. Lkk, of Chicago. 

For *SVc/t7ai\j/, John R. Hhyninu, of Niagura Falln, Ontario. 

Fur Rcy inter, MI8S SusAN A. 1*k<:k. IMaiiiville, Conn. 

For AHsiaUmt h*('(/if<trr,"\VnAiv li K. liKK, (/umbridgeport. MasM. 

The President was escorted to the chair by VVm. Wallace Lee, 
and introduced to the assemblage, and was received with applause. 

The following hymn was then sung, accompanied by the piano, 
the whole audience joining : 

INVITATION. 



(rrtMc— Maduid.) 
1. 

Come ye of one coinnion kindred, 

In your veins the blooil of Lee, 
Gather at the ancueut lioaiebtead 

Dear to all in memory ; 
Though yuu dwell in dititaut regiontt. 

Or however far you roaiu. 
Gather here with all tlie legions, 

Visit once the aneeHtral home. 

2. 

Couie from western lofty mountains, 

From Pacific's golden shores ; 
Come from eastern springing fountains, 

Where Atlantic loiully roars ; 
Come from northern hill and valley, 

Come from southern laud of pine ; 
Ye of uommon kindred rally. 

Rally at our fatliers* shrine. 

8. 
Where the Tunxis current llowing 

And Pequabuck^s watery meet, 
In a vale with beauty glowing, 

There we lind our fathers' seat — 
Where the light of morn is shining, 

Through the trees so grand and old. 
And the sun at his declining 

Crowneth all their tops with gold. 
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4. 

SiiiK the 80U^, and tell the story, 

Of our imtriot Hire.s of old ; 
Siii^ of all their deeds of ^lory. 

Though the tale hiitvofr. been told ; 
Biu^, too, of the saintly mothers, 

With their voii-e.s hweet and low, 
Sing of loving sisters, brothers, 

In the days of long ago. 



Come and help us swell the chorus 

Jn our song of jubilee ; 
Here, our country's banner o*er us 

Waves, the ensign of the free ; 
Come and join in our re-union, 

All ye kindred far or near, 
Share with us in fond communion—- 

Kach and all are welcome here. 

-W W. L. 

An address was thon delivered by Hon. James L. Cowles, a 
native of Farmington, and a descendant of a contuniporary of 
John Lee, who, in well chosen words, welcomed the returning 
pilgrims to the home of their ancestor, which was responded to 
by Wm, Wallace Lee, on behalf of the kindred. 

Reports of the Secretary and Treasurer of the association were 
next in order, and were presented as follows : 

TO THE LKE ASSOCIxVTlON, 

Dk.sckndakts of John Luk, I'^ARMiXiiTON. 

- In submitting a report of what has been done by me as secretary, 
it deems Httlng to refer somewhat to nmtters existing before our lirst 
meeting, and the fi»rmation of this association. 

To those who have the book, published 1H85. this may seem unnec- 
essary. l;>ut it nuist be remembered that there is quite a number, and 
in some cases, whole families, who have never seen the book, even if 
tliey know of its existence. 

The preliminary work wliich betHiiuH iieces.Hary to secure a gatlier- 
ing of our widely scattered family, wa!< performed almost entirely by 
myself, but the project, when pre>onted, eviiked a general and very 
cordial response. Money was contributed by several of the friends 
with words of cheer and encouragement, Hullicient to meet the nece.-^- 
sary expenses, or nearly so. The dehciency was le.<s than ^o. of 
course, no charge was made for .service— only for money actually ex- 
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fiended. At the first gathering, money enough wan raised to meet all 
billti, of wliatever nature, audthere was left an even $100, which I de- 
pottited in the Meriden City 8aving:i bank. 

It will be remembered that, at the formation of our as-sociation, 
Rev. Mr. Loveland was elected treu.^urer. Within a few weeks there- 
after, Hept. 22, he died at his home in (trunby. Soon as practicable, I 
sent out a circular to the otUcers of the association, informing them 
of his death, at the same time asking them by vote to select stnueone 
to till the vacancy. Hy a large uukjority 1 was chosen to till the po.si- 
tion and thus my report as secretary carries with it also my report 
as treasurer. 

The desire was earnestly c^xijressed by many who were- present, 
that the proceedings should be published in book form, as soon as 
could be, and to keep alive the interest which was such a prominent 
feature of the llrst family gathering. 

Various causes operated to prevent its early publication, as ex- 
plained in the book, so that it is unnecessary to repeat them here 

Had 1 known in advance the amount of labor, time, patience, and 
the pecuniary dilliculties that would follow, I should have shrunk 
from the task. But I was encouraged by our presidenx. and some 
others to persevere, and the result, you know. Money in various 
ways was mlvanced by William 11. Lee. Leonard Lee, Francis Lee and 
Henry Lee of Aledo. HI , each of whom advanced $25.00 to ^fiO.OO and 
upwards. I found it necessary to draw the $100 which 1 had de- 
posited in bank to meet the bills, and also to advance much more 
than I could alTord, but all bills were paid .leaving our treasury with- 
out a cent. 

Kive hundred copies of the work wei-e printed and bound. Being 
very desirous to place it within the reach of all, the prive was nmde 
$1.00 per copy, postage extra. I dei)osited copies in several public 
libraries, gave. away (piite a number to parties, whom I thought 
worthy and unable to pay for them-solda goodly number ( in some 
cases have never received any pay) -and alj told have disi>osed of 
425 copies. 

As before intimated, we have no money on hand The lack of sulli- 
cient means has been a great hindrance, so that I have been unable 
to prosecute my investigations for the ''lost tribes, *^ as l had hoped 
to do. Something in that line has been accomplished which will be 
told later on. 

The lai-ge nundjer that was elected as ollicers of our Association, at 
our first meeting, was with the hope and expectation that the services 
of many might be secured and so arouse a good degree of enthusiasm 
in nuitters pertaining to our family. Tliis idea. If not a Mat failure, 
was successful only to a very limited d«i(T«i>. 

From quite a nUmber I have found it impossible to obtain a reply 
to the most courteous and friendly letter that I could indite. Some 
of the board of olficers, we have since learned are not of our faujily 
of Lees. Fully one-fourth of them have died,— ( their names will be 
mentioned in another paper )— so that it becomes necessary to re- 
i>rganizo, and I would rectunmend that the Hoard be ciuupo.sed only 
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of tlu»se who have shown by their uctH, that they care Hoiuothing- 
aboiit a matter in whicli a goodly number of our kindred take a deep 
interest. 

It was. earedtly hoped, and with a good degree of confldenc;e, ex- 
pected, that we s^houid beabfe to luive a family gathering at Chicago, 
during the World's fair in that city, but ihiancial disaster swept over 
the land and so completely prostrated business of all kinds that it was 
found after a great deal of correspondence, that the project could not 
be carried out, and the same causes have operated \o postpone it 
until this time^and right here, justice demands tlie Btatement, that 
had it not been for Leonard Lee, it would not have been done now. 
I was so situated that I could not and would not (lave 'taken it i\\i. 
He has done a greater part of the preliminary work, that was neces- 
sary for ealUng this meeting. With a persistency untiring, witli an 
ardor that lias never cooled, and a zeal that Ium not abated, he has 
pushed tlie matter, and that we luive a meeting to-day, is owing 
mostly to his efforts, and to him belongs the credit. 

The expenses attendant upon this meeting, postage, stationery, 
printing, correspondence, and miscellaneous matters, amount to 
about fifty (50) dollars, tlie largest part of which has been advanced 
by him, and we have received all told fifty J 50) cents in stamps. It is. 
obvious to any one that some means should be devised to meet these- 
bills, and not leave a few to bear the entfre burden, even if they are 
wilting. 

During the past two years, Leonard Lee and Sarah Pisk Lee 
have devoted a great deal of time, lalior and patience to gathering 
and arranging the material for a new edition of the family history, 
that was issued by Sarah Marsh Lee in 1873. 

This work is now well advanced, and. with alittle detail work, can 
lie ready for publication within a few weeks, provided the means can 
be raised, necessary for advance expenses. If the necessary funds 
can be secured or pledged, 1 think we should push the work earnestly 
to its oompletibn, but for myself, nuicli as 1 desire it, I am not willing, 
and will not, incur a debt to do it.- 1 have had enough in that line 
of experience. If the work is to be published,to-day is the time to 
determine >^hen« and how the money is to be raised. 

That bur present meeting may be in all .respects a success, and be 
to each participant a source of pleasurethrough all the coming years, 
is the wish of your kinsman. WM. WALLACE LKI'^. 

Srarctary and Treasurer. 

REPORT ON CORRKSPONDKNCK. 

In luUlition to what 1 have done as secretary and tt^avurer of the 
association, I have, for the past 12 years, and even prior to that time, 
carried on correspondence with a vast number of Ijees in various lo- 
calities, and only in a small proportion of such correspondence, have 
I been able to connect them with our family, i have, 04i the whole, Inul 
rather meager results. One instance I may mention to sliow the re- 
sult in many cases. I knew we liad lost a Zebulon Lee. 1 found that 
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name on an old penHion roll, as once living in Ohio. I wrote 14 letters 
to vuriona placeh, inclosinjj tttauipa, and after three uiontlis became 
satittfied that he was of another family— (Scotch). 

Finding myself unable to make any headway in disposing of the 
mass of letters which i had accumulated— numbering over 1.500— 
four years ago, 1 rec^uested Leonard Lee to (iouie and stay with me, 
and assort, classify and arrange the material which I hud in hand, 
and his services have been of great value, and, I may here add, this 
work was the commencement of a new edition of our family gen- 
ealogy, which will be mentioned heieafter. 

I have now out fully one hundred letters, to which I have never 
received any answer. It does not reijuire great ability to answer a 
civil question, and say either yen or no, but some are so uncivil that 
they will not do that. 

There are a large number of the descendants of Hezekiah Lee, the 
soldier, living in eastern New York and in Vermont, along the borders 
of Lake Champlain. Since the death of Ash bill Lee at Willsboro', in 
Essex county. New York, in 1887. I have written ten or twelve letters 
to as many different parties, but have never received any responser 
except from Mrs. Phelps, a daughter of Ashbill Lee. Mainly at my 
request, Leonard Lee made a visit there last year, at his own ex- 
pense, to collect their family records, and succeeded in collecting 
one hundred names, which could have been obtained in nt> other 
way, and also to endeavor to arouse some interest in what was being 
done, but to all the circulars, letters and appeals this year there has 
been no response. 

llezekiah Lee. the soldier, had three sons, viz.: William. Daniel 
and Hezekial) third, whose posterity has nearly all beeii located. Wil- 
liam had six sons. First, William, Jr., we may call him, who is said 
by some to have been murdered— by others, to have been drowned in 
Lake Ontario. All trace of his posterity is lost, if he had any. Sec- 
ond, Ashbill, had live suns. Most of his descendants have been found. 
Third, Benjamin, a soldier of 1812, Killed by a falling bridge about 
1820. i^omeof his posterity are living in Kent. Conn. Fourth. Asahel, 
who went to Port Hope, .Ontario. Fifth, Samuel, a soldier of 1812— 
died in Vermont. Sixth, Jcimes, a soldier of 1812— said by some to 
have settled at or near l)eKalb, St. Lawrence Co., N. Y. I have writ- 
ten many letters but have never been able to obtain the slighted clue. 

Daniel, second son of Hezekiah the soldier, was killed in battle at 
Chippewa in 18U— had two sons, William and Daniel, Jr. The only 
trace 1 have found of either was that about 1831 this Williahi was en- 
gaged in steam-boating on. Lake Champlain. On page 108 of the 
book of 1686. is a list of those of whom at that time we had no fur- 
ther knowledge. Seth Lee, in his nianiiacrlpt, says that Ashhel Lee, 
son of Stephen Jr., died in 171)3— all I have been able to learn about 
that family. 

Moses Lee. eldest son of Dr. Ebenezer. who grew to nianhood, 
settled at or near Mt. V^ernon, Ohio. 1 have learned that he made 
return of property and paid taxes there in 1822. and that is all. 

Riverius, second son. is said to have settled in Ohio, and died, 
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leaving no po«terity After a 4onj? search, the posterity of Simeon 
J^ee, tlie younije.st non of Dr. Khenezer, han been fouiiil, ami liis 
desceiulauts trailed more tlioroiiglily than in ahnoi^t any other Lee 
family, liy Maj Rtlwin Lee Heath, (one of them.) of Hraiitford. 
Ontario, nnmbering nearly or (piite three hundred. 

Charlen, son of William, the soldier, of Bristol, died in North 
Carolina, ]eaviii<j^ no posterity. 

David, third 8on of the David branch, has been tracetl to Man- 
chester, Vt., where he was a jud'ce in 178S, and some of the family 
were livinj^ there between 181*2 and 1820, and then all trace is lost. 
The only thinp: I conld get wh,s, '*A11 moved to the west'' (concern- 
ing any of the others named on that page, I have not been able to 
obtain the least information. 

It seems almost incredible that the six sons of the tirst Jedediah— 
Klias, Jdsiah. Jedediah, Jr., Oliver, Zebnion and Simon— shonid have 
all died leaving no descendants, but thus far 1 have been able to find 
no one who knows any such names in his ancestral line. 

That [ have hml so little success is no fault of luine What I have 
gathered is the result of nuich time, patience, pen-pusl.ing and 
burning of the ** mid night oil." One great cause of perplexity and 
confusion is in the fact that the same names are repeated and 
«liiplicated over, and over, and over again, in other families, as well 
as ours. Among the descendants. of John Lee, Jr., are six generations 
of Johns, and live generations of llezekiahs. in the Stephen braiicli 
are six generations of Isaacs, in the Thomas Ytranch are five genera 
tions of Thomas, and In the Davkl iiranch are live generations of 
Davids. There are six dilferent Samuel l^ees. if not more, who served 
in the war of the Hevolution in (Connecticut, three Williams, twi> 
Jonathans, two Thomases and two Timothys— all told, about sixt) 
Lees, of whom more than one third were of ouV family. 

There were live separate Le«^ families in Connecticut between lfi86 
and 1712 of no degree of kin. so fiir as can be learne<l. I have corre 
Hponded with representatives of all of them. I tliink there arc, at 
least, ten distinct families of J^ees in New Kngland who ante-ilate the 
Revolution, aside from several families of Knglish, Scotch and Irt.nli 
since that date. 

I yet have strong faith that, if we had the means to pay for the 
labor, most of our lost families could be truced, but I am not able to 
d«) it. (The necessity of daily toil is upon me, .so that it is out of 
my power.) 1 have done my best under the circumstances. This 
work should be pushed now ; the farther we recede from the early 
days, the more dilllcult the task. Many of those who in the early 
part of this work rentlered assistance and information of great value 
have thiished their life work. 

It may seem invidiouB to particularize, but justice re(piire.s that I 
nuike special mention of fiet)mird Lee, Sarah P. Lee and Major Kd- 
wiuLee Heath, who have always been ready and have remlered valu- 
able service. To several of the kindreil, wlio have by help, advice 
and counsel rendered me service, 1 tender my sincere thanks. This 
long correspondence with friends and kindred whom i have never 
met« and probably never shall, has cheered me in many weary hours, 
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and I flatter myself that I have ailded Bomewhat to the pleasure of 
otlierb. Some younger man, with a more ready pen, munt take up 
the work. When one carries nearly 70 years and mure than 200 avoir- 
dupois* he cannot by any play of fancy or stretch of imagination, 
convince himself that he is a young man. '*01d men for counsel, 
young men for war^^ is an old maxim and it applies here as well as in 
other fields of labor. Although Farmington is tlie home of our i^ees, 
but a few remain in Connecticut. All told^ there are not so nmny 
men in Connecticut bearing the Lee name lielonging to our family as 
served in the army of the Revolution, from this town, still there are 
enough younger men than myself to take hold of this work and carry 
it along. Most of the gray heads at oar former meeting twelve years 
ago are seen of men no more. Should there be another meeting 12 
years hence, most of us who are gray, will have joined the silent ma- 
jority, but I flrnily hope that those who care to preserve the memory 
of our ancestors, will keep alive this Association, and that as often a» 
circumstances will permit tluey will assemble as we have to-day- will 
keep bright the chain that binds us in ties of kindred and prove them- 
selves wc^rthy descendants of Stephen Hart, whose blood we inherit 
as well as of John Lee. original proprietors of Farmington, Conn. 

WM. WALLACE LKK, 

Svcretartj. 

Brief comments followed the reading of these reports, but 
action pertaining to them was deferred to a later hour. 

On motion of Leonard Lee, and seconded by Major E. L. 
Heath of Ontario, a committee on reorganization was appointed 
to report at some later hour, consisting of Leonard Lee, Major 
E. L. Heath and Wm. Wallace Lee. 

In response to a call from the President, Miss Ella E. Lee of 
Lewis, N. Y., was escorted to the rostrum by Leonard Lee and 
introduced as the great-granddaughter of Deacon Seth Lee of 
Farmington, who relnoved to Ludlow, Vt., just loo years ago, 
and died there in 1803. She then read a paper of which the fol- 
lowing is an abstract. It was read in a clear and distinct voice, 
and was listened to with great interest, and at the close received 
many flattering comments. 



Mr PiiRSiDBNT. Kindred, Friknds : 

Some writers, in presenting an article to the publio, write a pre- 
face to their work. Cicero acknowledges he kept \\\ Ids desk a collec- 
tion of prefaces, which he could, at any time, attai'h to anything he 
wanted to publish for himself or others: so to you, dear kindred, I 
give as a ])reface to my humble paper; my ancestorial links in the 
*»Lee chain,'' and the reason 1 am before you. 

It may be a stale subject, to some of you. to talk about our early 
ancestors, but to others, it will be like the**Old, Old Story,'' ever new. 
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Our coiuiuou ancestor, John Lee, came to this country, froui Kng> 
land, in 1634. lie luarrieU Mary, daughter of Stephen Hart, in 1(>58, 
and four Hons and two dauf^Uters were given to tlijem. John, Mary, 
Btepheu, Thonian David and Tabitha. 

Thomas married Mary Oanip of Hartford, Conn., September 11, 
1707. Nine children were- given to them to blcHti their union. Lydiu, 
Mary, Jared, Joseph, Mary, John, Tliouiaa. James and Kbenezer. 

Jared marrie<l Ulioda Jiidd of Farmington. Oiain., January 5th, 
1736. Six cliiidren were given tliem. Seth, Amos, Timothy, Noah, 
Khoda and Louih. 

Seth was born. March 31 , 1786, at Farmington, Conn. He graduated 
at Yale college in 175S> and was tutor there four years. One class gave 
hhu. **a8 a token of their respect, a gold ring,'' and I am happy to 
siiy, 1 am the owner of that much prized ring given to my great- 
grandfather. 

The ring has the letters, '*S. L/' upon it. I came into possession 
of this ring through Miss Sylvia Lee, aged 78 years, (who expected to 
be present, until last Sunday, but was detaineil by sickness) a grand- 
daughter of Deacon Seth and daughter of Seth Jr. Aside ft um other 
testimonials of their love and respect he received a ^'morning gown'' 
miule of the 11 nest material of the day. I am sorry to say, that this 
gown, to my knowledge, is not to be foniMl, but the ring, some L>ooks, 
a punch bowl, also other relics of his are here on exhibition, together 
with some things that belonged to his wife. 

He »jtudied theology; was a liceu.sed preacher; received a number 
of "calls" but never accepted a charge. Some of his sermons were 
burned about twenty-two yetirs ago. when his son Timothy's hou.se 
was destroyed by lire In JiCwis.N. Y. 

He began a diary in 170G from which many facts are taken to aid 
in the revised Uenealogy. 

He married Sarah Ingersoll of Kidgelield, (/onn., for hisHrst wife. 
They had one child. Sarah Ingersoll- For his second wife, he married 
Joanna Johnson of Wallingford<- Conn., September 0, 1771. Nino 
children were given to them all born at Farmington. (.'hurles .lohn- 
son, Anna. Samuel, Noah, Abigail, Seth, Khoila, George W and 
Timothy Pitkin. 

Detic^on Seth kept a "tavern'' and an apothecary st(n*e here, buc in 
June 17U6, he. with his family, moved to Ludlow. Vt., where he and 
his wife used their InUuence and talents to establish a moral and 
religious state of society. 

Among the twenty-four original members of the Congregational 
ohurcli organizeil there IHOii, is found the nameof Joanna Lee. 

Deacon Seth Lee died at liudlow. and the f(»llowing inscription is 
found upon the table.stt»ne. .5*^ by » feet w^uare and f«mr inches 
thick,, wliiuh rests upon Inmlders. abiuit six inches from the ground, 
that marks his last resting place 

''Here heth interred the body <if Deacon Seth Lee, A. M., a gentle- 
man of good understanding, .solid learning and calm temper, a faith- 
ful friend, and exemplary christian, liv'd, belov'd and died lamented, 
on the i7th uf February, l«oa in the i;7th year of his age." 
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'*rUK MKMOMY OF THU JU8T IS lUiKSSBD.** 

Tlidjre has been soiue talk of moving the Btone bearing this inscrip- 
tion, together with the ashes of onr ancestor, to tlie cemetery iu 
LewiSf N. Y., and placing tlieui beside his wife, Joanna, who«<e plain 
marble slab bears the following: 

"In memory of Joanna, wife of I>eaeon Setli lee, died September 
S, ISIS, in her 7(»th year*' 

**AH yon that read with little care, 
And go away, and leave me here, 
Don^t yon forget, than you must die, 
And be entombed, as well as J.'* 

Noah, the fourth ohikl by Joanna^ married ClariHsa Nicholson, of 
New Hartford. Coitn.^ >Iay 1, 180(». Their children were Clarissa, 
8arah Ann. Julia Hertha, Ualza Morse, and Chauncey. Only one of 
this family is living, Mrs. Julia liertha Wescott of New IJ.sbon, AVis- 
couftin. aged 81 years, ami Hipiier Lee of Bristol, Indiana, a husl)and 
of Clarissa, in his 89tli year, who is of Scotch descent, and is present. 

Noah, with some of his brothers, came to the State of New York, 
early in the lOth century, and not far from the beautiful Jiake ('ham- 
plain, in tlie town of Lewis, Kssex Co.. cleared the ground and built 
their "log-cabins;" then returned for their wive^. All the (children 
of my fatlier^s family, were born in the log-house, but my father, who 
had the honor of being "'the baby .^* in the new house, which still stands 
in a good state of preservation, but repairecl by my father in 1860, 
also additional repairs by my brother, who, with his wife, now occupy 
the old homestead. 

Noah, -with a number of his brothers served in the war of 1812.. He 
was **justice of the peace'^ for nearly thirty years, and was a shoe- 
maker by triifle. 

My father. Ohauncey, was boru August 25th, 1820. mari-ied Amanda 
M. Wells of Oak Center, Wisconsin, January 10, 18G0, both diM^ea.sed. 
They had three children, Irvin F/lmer, Clara, deceased, and myself. 
Thus the links in my chain are: (nuuuH^ey. Noah, Setli, Jared, 
Thomas, John 1st. 

In the winter of 1803, we received a letter from Leonard Lee. ad- 
dressed to my father, who died November 6, 1891, asking about the 
<lecendants of Deacon Seth Lee. I answered the letter, giving all the 
data 1 could get at that time, in the sunnner of 189S.our kin.sman, 
and one of the moving spirits of this gatherhig, Leonard Lee, came 
up into the Adirondack Mountains of New York and visited our liome. 
He then urged me to prepare a paper for this gathering, and sug- 
gested for my text, "The Importance of Keefiing Genealogical 
Records.^* 

Like many another of the weaker MX, I pleaded my huibility to 
lirepare an article suitable to present to such a learned assemblage as 
this, but as usual, the stronger sex prevailed, and I ant luM'e and will 
endeavor to fnlUl my promise to the best of my ability, trusting that 
you, iu your kindness of heart, which is ever a characteristic of our 
race, will not harshly criticise the numerous errors made by a 
''country -school niaUuu.*^ 
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How many of us, present, really know our fathers aud our mothers ? 
Some of you may think. **why 1 know my parent m, certainly 1 do." or 
did, as the case may be, but I fear there are but few of us who really 
know them as we ought. Are we not oftener strangers, except in 
name? We have too little in connnon. Perhaps diversity of employ- 
ment may be one reason, but would it not be well and serviceable to 
search the family tree, even to its roots and the nature of its soil, that 
we may ascertain what forces, spiritual, moral or physical, and what 
habits, pursuits and beliefs had to do with the origin, and shaping of 
our bodies and our minds ? 

Certainly a parent should familiarize himself with the personal 
traits and peouliarittes of his child, and ought not the child to study 
closely the temperaments and habits of his parents t Yes ! his an- 
cestors ? 

For my part I do not care to undertake to prove the '^Darwinian 
theory,** or on the other hand, trace my ancestral line back to the 
garden of Eden, but 1 do think we ought to know more of our ances- 
tors, than most of us do, for the reality of heredity is beyond question, 
though, perhaps, there is no other law, apparently^ subject to as many 
except ion« and variations. Ambitions and aptitudes, talents and 
traits, virtues and vices often continue in Uie line of descent from re- 
motest times, as well as from voice and carriage, but if we are conver- 
sant with the personal traits of oUr ancestors, some of us may be able 
to counteract and reverse the disagreeable traits of our ancfes tors, by 
the use of a strong will and the power of Qod. We have nmny such 
examples as Henry Wilson, once vice-president of the United States, 
George Stephenson and others. 

What is the extent of a ]>arent*s intlaence ? If we look into the 
prisons, the reformatories, or upon the gallows, we see the result of 
the influence of one kind, but can we as easily measure the result of a 
good influence ? We see some of it when we look at our orphan homes, 
sshools. colleges, and churches. Surely, something is due to a pious 
ancestry, for '*The hand that rocks the cradle, is the hand that rules 
the world." 

In the second beautiful letter Paul wrote to Timothy, his young 
co-laborer in the Lord's vineyard, we lind he calls Timothy's attention 
to his worthy ancestors>-his grand-mother Lois and his mother 
Eunice, and urges him to remember their religious teachings. Let us 
try and make religion an heirloom from generation to generation. 
Oh I for even one generation of holy men and Women. Can you pic- 
ture the result ? 

Good or bad influence may skip one of two generations, but it may 
appear in the third or fourth , Just as the **T*n Commandments.*' speak- 
ing of the visitation of God on the families, says nothing about the 
second generation, but speaks only of the third and fourtli, ** Visiting 
the inii]uity of the fathers upon the children, unto the third and 
fourth generation of them that hate me, and showing mercy unto 
thousands of them tlmt love me and keep my contmandments.'* 

Do we know the extent of the influence of our good Mrs. Pickett, 
in our line of John 2nd, who wad ever a friend and benefactor of tiie 



kar.min(;ton, conn., au(;ust, 1896. xvii 

fe<}ble tiiul iiur«)rtiinate? or the iiitereHt created in our i^eiiealo^^ieal 
reiMHtis. by our faithful Sarah Marnh Lee ? or the result of su<h liveH 
aM our Uev. Hauuiel and Dr. Thouuis Uootirirh i^ee? Their iulhieuce 
will he. felt iu the 20th ceutury. 

Wliile we look at. our Marthan and i>ur MaryH, <»r at our Johu» 
and our iiukes, let us not fi»rt<et the nuiterlal that charac-terlzed our 
**uii*chty men of valor,'*— our JcnhuaK and our Davidn, for we can 
Justly he proud of our repre^tentative^ on the battle IteIdH in «very 
war Kin<:e John )iee made America Iuh home. 

We had our Captain Stephen. Lee, who died in ITfia.aiid our(>olonel 
Isaac l^ee, who died in 1802, both took a pronnnent part in church, 
l(»fal and military affairs of their day, and anitnif^ the names of nuiny 
others, the name of i'aptain N(»ah Lee, who was afterwards Colonel, 
stands out prominently in our military veconls, of the latter part of 
the 18th century. 1 have visited the historical «i:roundH at Crown 
Point and Ticondero^^a— where our Citfitain Noah held eonnnand — 
and in a feeble voice. I denmndcd the surrender of the now fast de- 
cayln^r forts. The spoils I )>rou^ht away with me were some rocks 
frcnn those histiU'ical places. 

War is not nuaance, but a stem reality ; and a uuin whose brave 
ancestors have carrie<1 the name he boars, far ami wide and nuide it 
a synonym for coura|<:e ami honor is rightly proud of his descent and 
^ets from it a new impulse, to bear as brave a part in his own day. 
No uuui can be truly patriotic, who does not know something of the 
nation to whicli he belouf^s, ami the country in which he lives. Rut 
how can he become ac(puiiuted with these? By Mtmlyin^ the histories 
of the nation, or country, for history !» but a systenuitic account of 
facts and evcntu, and the work of noble men and women 

Some may thid such a study 4lry an<l uninteresting^. To those, I 
say. they ou^ht to belong to some of the nations of antiquity, where 
it WHS the custom to repeat to each succeedinii^ (generation the noble 
deeds of their ance.stors, thus nmkin^ 'history, only a );roat oral tra- 
dition and turtdn^ it from tjic dead records, whicli s<nue conmd<^red it 
to be, into a bright and attractive romance. I feel very much in re- 
gard to this, like the «;entlenuin, who dinetl at a country hotel, when 
asked which lie would have. *- apple or miiu?e pie,'' replieti : ** a lar^e 
piece of each, please '' 

Some seem to for^^et that a family history, or j^enealo^y. bears the 
same relation to the family, as a State history* does to a State. 

Some may *' scout '' the idea of keepin«^ a family recorti, or history, 
bur those who do, we can ^^enerally place tis properly belon^iti^ to a 
jealous and querulous ra«'e, who lind no pleasure in other people, 
and not even In themselves. 

There are multitudes, who scarcely know the meaidn^ of the woni 
^enealo^y, and the extent the work is beini^ carried on. 

One may gain a faint idea of the work by visiting the tjunealo^ical 
rooms at Hartford, which contain over six hundred volumes, or the 
(lenealo^lcal ri»oms iu New York, which contain ovcm* nine hundred 
volumes, or the New Kn>?land lli^roric < jetiealo^ical rooms at Ho.<^t(Mi, 
Mass., which possess a library of 20J70 volumes and (»0,(NK> pamphlets. 
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I liml the pleasure ot Kpeiulinx a little time ia the roouih at HoMton 
ilitriiig the Miiuiiufr of *U6, ami it waH there I tirst realized the extent 
i>f thiti important work. 

A new iiitereHt hau been 4:reate(l in thiu line, withhi the pa^t few 
yearH, by the origan izat ion of tinch Mocieties an *'The Honh of the 
Revolution,^'" The DauKhtern of the Uevolntion/' "Chihlron Of the 
American Revolution/' " C(»lonial J)au)e8/^ ett;., and many who uii^ht 
be eligible to become nieniberH of these Horietien will be unable to ^ive 
HatrMfactory evitlence as to their eligibility, lus no geneahigiral records 
of their ance^tori) have been kept, and tiie testimony of the^e wtirthy 
people cannot be obtained fnmi the country they now inhabit. 

Some know, comparatively, nothing of their ancetttorn* only, 
perhapH, a few naiiieH with birth and death found in Home old family 
Bible. I know of an earnest worker in the Y. M. C A., who has 
tried to trace his line back and tind to what great family he belongs, 
but has been unable, because his parents, who have pa.ssed away, 
did ntit realize the importani'e of inforndng their son, as he once 
asked his father what he was, and his father burst into inimtMlenito 
laughter, which continued for some time, then, recovering himself, 
replied: "Well, you know that on yt»ur mother\s side you are of 
ilernum descent. My father was an Knglishman, my mother an Irish 
woman, so that you are one-half (lerman. one-fourth Knglish and 
one-fourth Irish ; or, in other words, you area mongrel,^' followed by 
another prolonged lit ot laughter. 

And, too, there are many, who have not considered the time, labor 
and money expended in the revision of our (Tenealogy, by our faith- 
ful workers, Wni. Wallace and lieonard Lee, and others, as many of 
their letters, asking for infcirmation have renmined unanswered, for 
months. Yes ! some never answered, and yet when these people come 
to examine our new book, they will feel almost indignant to llnd an 
incomplete record,, or no record of their family there. Who will be 
to blame ? 

We are all familiar, witli the reply Midiael Angelo gave to a friend 
who called on him while Hnishing a statute ; sometime afterward he 
called again ; the sculptor was still at w<irk ; his friend, looking at the 
picture exdahned : " You have been idle since I saw you last,*' " My 
no means, ^^ reph'ed the sculptor; 1 have retoucheil this part and 
p(»lisheil that; I have soffened this feature and brought out this 
muscle ; 1 have given more expression to this lip, and more energy to 
that limb,"—*' Well, well." said his friend. »' but they are trilles"— 
*']t nmy l>eso. '' replied Angelo, "but recollect tlnit trifles nmke per- 
fection and perfection is no triHe, '^ so with our Uenealogy, they havt^ 
retouche<l the lives of soma; broHglit to our n<»tice others of wliont we 
knew little, and they have brought tAie records down to the present 
time, as complete as possible, and 1 think we ought to show our ap- 
preciati<in of their work. 

We thai by carefully exannning (»ur lUbles. that it was considered 
important to keep genealogical records ; wo Ibid in tho book tt( (icne- 
sis the records of the institution of the first family,- that of Adam 
and Kve, also of their family. The bo5»ks of i'hroniclos are largely 
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l^iven tip to 8iir.li records/ The l>eaiitifiil book of Ruth f^ives a coii- 
iietrtiii^ link ill tlie life of CliriKt, anil in the Urtit chapter of Matthew 
we liiul the gfeiiealo^y of ('hrist from Alirahaiii to Jose^ih. 

Tlie Jews, in partinilar, regarded hucIi records of extreme impor- 
tance, and tliey are all phu^ed in the Hcripture.s for our instruction. 

TliuB we have the early example of **keepin|^ sacred the memory 
of our ancestors,*^ and of iieepini^ their genealogy for the interest of 
future {generations. 

An opinion prevails somewhat amoiiKour kindred, that there is 
somewhere a vast fortune that we are heirs to, if we can only trace 
our cx>niiection to certain families in Knt^land, but, 1 trust, dear 
friends, we all are joiiit heirs to "that iuheritancu, incorruptible, 
undellletl, and that fadeth not away, reserved in heaven for you.'' 
and that we may all meet on that '* Beautiful shore.** 

The poet says : 

**Two thin^^s there are we have no voice in choosing, 
Our ancestors, nor our existence here ; 
Fate's mandates here admit of 110 refiisini;, 
From prince, or beggar, sinner, saint or seer.'* 



At the noon hour the company adjourned to another room in 
which had been provided a sumptuous collation by Mrs. II. L. 
Crandall. 

it was an hour of sociability and complimentary remarks on the 
several papers which had been read, and the pleasant aspect of 
the {gathering, notwithstanding the extreme heat of the clay. 
Coming from various parts of the country but few had ever before 
met. Little ceremony, however, was required to form an ac- 
(piaintance, and a general feeling prevailed, that tliey were the 
scattered children of one family, wlio had returned to rally 
around the old hearthstone. 



At 1:30 the assemblage was again called to order, the exercises 
commencing by singing the following: 



\X IKK I'A.MII.V KI'MfNION, 



DOMh: YK ALL. 



(Arruntfi'il foi* tli«> Occasinu. > 
J//'-AWKIlU?A. 

1. 

Faniiiu^^toii, ^tis of tliee, 
llotiie of our ancestry, 

Of tliue we shi)< ; 
iiiiiid where our fathers ilwtMt, 
Attars at whirh they knelt, 
Joys which their cliiUlren felt, 

III rliortiN rhi^. 

2. 

To ancient Karniington, 
Otniie every scattered son 

Of our .John Lee ; 
(!oiue from the |>rairies wide, 
(Jonie from tlie mtnintain Hide, 
And from PacilicV ti«le, 

In jul»itee. 

3. 
(/onie from tlie cotta^j^e home, 
Oome frtmi ttie palace dome, 

And kindred meet ; 
Jiet liillsides onc<,; a^^ain, 
Kctio a }<rand refrain 
Kindred prolong; tlie strain, 

And sonj^s repeat. 

L 
From w 1 16 re the oran^re >^rows, 
Krom where the zephyr l>Iows, 

(>>nie swell tlie throng; ; 
i^ome from old Kngiand^H shore, 
Tlie mother land of yore, 
i'ome from the wide world o'er, 

A thousand strong. 

6. 
(.'anailianti from the north — 
(yOufeirrateH from the nouth, - 

One c(»nnnon hand ; 
Your kindred hero extend 
A welcome to each friend. 
And kindly greeting ^<^ii^l 

To everv land. 
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No strife xhail hen^ be fiMUitl, 
Our heiirtH with joy aUMiml, 

(jtHMl will display, 
KeiiiiifMi let it he 
HoiiIh Joined fii haniioiiy, 
And s|»ir its allset free, 

l\i i>les«t the day. 

7. 
i'oiiiitleiiH act i^raiiih of .saiul, 
liiea<diiii)j; on ottean ntrand, 

XIioiikU iiinnLi«rs be ; 
Let joy taiuiiiiihaiii Hprin^, 
l^et the. wide welkin rini^;, 
Kv'ry Jjee sliotit and sin^, 

A jiilnlee. L. L. 

The old familiar air was rcndcrrd with a hearty good will, fol- 
lowing which. Miss Sarah Fiske Lee of New Hampshire, daughter 
of Kuv. Saruuel Lee, a well known clergyman and author, was 
escorted to the platform and introduced by Wm. Wallace Lee, in 
a lew appropriate romarl\s\ A historical papi'r, prepared with 
mnch care was read l)y lier, wliich gave rise to many conijilimen, 
tary ninarks, antl awakemnl a dii-p interest in th*' project of a 
new family genealogy which it was intendul soon to pnldish. An 
alislract only lias been fninished by her, as follows: 



"Pride of ancestry in a natnral and ennobling sentiment,^* and 
wt% as a people, are, in these later years, awaking to an appreciation 
of the jrrandenr and stren>^tli (»f the lives and (diaractersof tho^e wh(» 
have lived here before ns, and also of the debt we owe to them. 
''Onr ancestors paid too great a price to be forgotten or ignored.^* 
Their ** plain living and lugli thinking,^' and ** their only hixnry 
doing good'' show their eharaeter, and it stands ont in bold relief 
against the background of bigotry and intolerance, which atteniptetl 
to follow them across the sea. 

One of the favc»rite pursuits of the present day is that of genea- 
logical research, and It is now most unfashionable not to know the 
name of one's great grandfather, at the very loast, and, «)tice fn the 
tiutcr circle of the whirlpool of such rcMmrch, one is borne onward in 
ever harrowing? and deepeidng circles toward the Maelstrom, from 
which tliere is no escape. 

We have high authority for thinking that the record of our 
lineage is worthy our attention. The tirst boc»k mentioned in the 
Hible is a genealo^^y, ''The book of the generations of Ailani,'' and 
six chapters of < jenesls are 4|cvotcd to a genealogical record. We all 
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i-euieiiiher tlio long ciitiilo^^iie of naiiios in the Ih-Ht chapters of (*hn>ii- 
irles. Among the UebrewH, per.-^ons were specially ai)p(»inte(l to draw 
up genealogical tables, and sometimes these were continued for inaiiy 
hundreds of years. The Greeks and ancient Konuuis gave groat 
attention to keeping a record of their lines of descent, and, when 
spetiking of any of their heroes, always gave the name of the father, 
and i>erhaps of tlie grandfather. »Sonie of their military orders 
recpiired a record of the ancestors of a candidate before being 
lulmitted to their ranks. This is true, though in^a lesh degree, of 
early Knglidh history. 

As a fandly we are tipecially fortunate. Hefore 1706 Seth Lee (born 
ITMi ) gra<luate<l as tutor at Yale ('ollege, wrote a family rec,4ir<l be 
ginning with a statement of all that was then known of John Lee 
the emigrant, (hU great grandfather.) He carefidly carried out 
the family recor<l. of each of the sons of John', and of subsetpient 
geiieratioiij^ as he was able, until his death in 1803. His grandfather's 
youngest brother David (scui of John' ) lived until Seth was 2'A years 
oUl, and doubtless related to him many traditions of his father, and 
his contemporaries. Traditions of those early days have a value not 
given to those of a Uiter date. There was less to divert and absorb 
the attention. Amusements were largely social, and there was so 
little ''newH of the day'' that people were driven to talking of the 
|>ast and its events for entertainment, and the ageil [>erson of clear 
memory, and a good narrator, was held in liigh esteem. Families then 
were not scattered, and when they uuit in family conclave, the ctui 
vernation coukl L>e jnore personal than in a more general circle. We 
nmy therefore fully rely up4ui the statements in the numuscript of 
Seth. 

.Vfterhisdeathin 18U:I. there was an interval of unmy years, during 
which our records depended upon faukily Hibles. and occasionally a 
manuscript record of a particular family for three or four geuer- 
atitms, iM dkl other clans le.ss favored>»in*this respect. 

About 184a, Deacon (Charles Lee of Norwich, Conn., begaii, for his 
own pleaHurd» to collect auiteruil f(U' a genealogy, consulting records 
Kit church, town, state ami pr<d>ate.and traveling (piite extenxively. 
During these researches he ran across the path of liev. Sanuiel Lee of 
New Ipswich, N. 11 , who was engaged iii the same line of investiga- 
tion, and they began a correspondence and a partnership of interest 
and research tenuiuated only by the death of Deacon Lee in WtC», 
The work was continued, at intervals, by Rev. Mr. Lee and Miss 
Sarah Marsh, only daughter of Deacon Lee, who had been her 
father's sym|>athetic and intelligent helper in all his work. 

In lb72, Mr. Lee, with liis youngest »on, tieorge William, discov- 
ered the headstone of John^ and the beautiful nionuuieiit which now 
marks tli'e resting place of our honored ancestor was placed there by 
William Henry Ijee of New York city. 

In 1874, Hev. Mr- Lee, with the help of his only daughter, Sarah 
Fiske, prepared an article, published in the Historical anil (jenea- 
logical Register, giving a record, nearly complete, of the first four 
generations from John^ Kxtra c<»pies of this were priid«i(l for 
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private (*lruiiiiitioii, Hiiil it isftuiiiruir to many of you. This wii8 a 
line nticleuM for a larger (j^enealoi^y. and aroused interest in the work 
in many of our elan. Miss Sarah Marnh was nrged to complete the 
work, for wliich ho mneh nniterial had been collectetl. At first, she 
waH reluctant to do m(»^ hut the persuasion and encoura<ct*nient 
of many friends, am], un>st.of all, her tilia! love led her to undertake 
this work, and she eoinpiled, with almost inlinite puinstakin{j^, the 
ho<»k whi(*h was published in I87.S. It was as eomplete as material 
which could then be obtained would permit. Many branches were 
onntted, others given only in part, but everything possible to accu- 
racy and unwearied industry was done. In accuracy, c.learne>s and 
felicity of general arrangement, this book stands in the lirst rank 
among kindred works, and has been' taken as a sami^le by later 
genealogical writers. 

Prom this book wan nntde out the list of names of. Lees who were 
inviteil to the Family Reunion of I8HI. That Reunion was to us an 
event of the greatest importance. ]*reviousIy, we luul alm(»st en- 
tirely been tt» each other mythical beings, having indecil names and 
local habitations, but otherwise being only ''airy nothings.^' Friend- 
ships were formed, and the tie of kinship there llrst recogni/.ed has 
strengthened, and the circle has widened. The result we see to-4lay 
hi the meeting of the kindred, from the Atlantic to the Pacillc, from 
(*anada to our southern boun<laries. 

At the meeting in 1884, a permanent orgunization was efl'ected,and 
William Wallace I^ee was chosen ^Secretary, lie at once began a 
search for thoHe mlHsing branches of our family tree, and In's perse- 
verance has been rewitrded by the discovery of, not oidy families, 
but tribes of our Lees, who have been dispersed throughout the 
land. Years were spent in this labor and a mountain of niinms and 
dates accuuuilated. Mr. Lee, busied day by day in hischoseji calling, 
could not arrange these letters and he called for help. Leomird Lee 
of Keuiislia, Wik. , was the hrst to answer the <uitl. He ftuind among 
these letters HO mueh that was valtuible in the way of records that, 
with Wallaoe. he decided that it was desirable to i)Ut it in print, that 
it might betiave<l for those to whom in the future it would be of price- 
less value. Not content with this, Mr. Leonard Lee took nu'iny jour- 
neys, on genealogical errands bent, visited families in their homes, 
copied reeonls from family liibles,-the truest records in the world, 
except possibly those fomal in cemeteries— c<»llected data and tradi- 
tions from aged persons, searched newspaper llles of the last century, 
and in adilTeront way. did tpnte as nnu'li work as had been done, in 
his way by Wallace J«ee. 

t>n reaching Meriden. Conn.. J.e«Miai*<l Lee palivt«H\ reduced the 
chaotic nuiMf of rectinlH and papers to a degree of order, and papers 
relating to the dilTerent branches were classified. \t this stage of 
atTairs, Miss Sarah FIske, daughter «if lie v. 8aunn?l Lee, c»»nsenled to 
take charge of the John branch, and later of the Stephen brauch. 
alsti, in the latter, receiving moM elllcient aid from Mrs. Jeannette 
Lee<*oe of Winsted. C/4»nn. Letters of intpiiry beyond compnhiti«>n 
have been written by these compilers. Nuuu's and »hites have been 
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tMiUi^lit by 1*61161116(1 (|ueKtiotiiii(^M and- soinetiines foiiinl, then tii- 
rHii^6(l, doubt ed, c(»ntradii*ted und re^iirraii^ed, only rinully to hv. 
'^Kifted an wbeat. '^ Harords have been searched, cemeteries viMted, 
eoideiiipurary fj^eiiealoi^ies (MinHidted, and now the book is nearly 
written and every tluni; done tiiat has ronie witliin tlie power or 
srope of the workern. 

Would you like t(» know sonierhin^ of the work and what it would 
tell you Y You will Ibid it in the W(»rk about to be publishe<i. 

As tlu." rcniaincliM- of this ai Ui K- consisliil only of an outline' of 
the Lcc (iencalogy, not ibtn puhlislu-d, it is not givon luru. 



It sefUK'd l)ccoining that sonic j)ropi!r rico^nition sbouKI bi- 
obsirvcd of tho kindred who \vci\* with us in 1H84, anJ had sinci- 
passi^d away. Tlu' rrcsiilrnt calh-d upon Win. Wallace Li*i\ 
who had kept a record of deaths, as (ar as be bad been abKr to 
obtain them. Few oi those pri'sent were aware of the mortality 
which had occurri'd amou^ those who were with us in 1884, anil 
his renuirks were listened to with profound interest. 



MOHTITAUV. 

The ^rand procession that is moving onward to the unseen slnuf, 
is composed 4>f the youni;, im well as the old, the robust as well as (In; 
feeble, it is doubtful if there was ever assendtled a ^roup of iniv. 
hundred, eomposed of tkie Mime iiulividuals. on twt; separate occas 
ions. The preilietion whieh was uuule at the elose iif <»ur tlrst fc<Lth 
eriuK (found on pa^e 70 of the book published in ltth5} has bfen 
more than veritled. 

Of those who were present at our first meetin)^, 1 have a list of 
thirty who have died, and very likely the number would exceed that 
it 1 had full returns from all the families that were represeided there 
Of those from whom responses were received, with words of encour- 
agement, and yet, from various causes were unable to attend. I have 
a list of thirty-four that have died, and 1 feel ipiite certain that the 
nund»er wouUl exceed that, if I had the names of all. In. only a snuill 
number <^f cases has any one taken pains to iufttrm me of any deaths 
amon^ the kindred, so that i have been compelled to ttbtain what 
I have in a fragmentary way. .\M the inftu'matton that I have 
(gathered in this line will appear in the new etlltlon ot our family 
history when t>ublisheil. l feel it is meet and proper to mention the 
nanu!s *»f our olTlcers» who have by wt*rtl.> of encouragement and 
nuiterlal assistance, helpetl to promote the work in which w«* have 
been enj^a^cd. 

The death ot (iati Henry Lee, the wt^ek folU»winj^ our nieel- 
in^, was a shock to us all, soiui followed by the death ol K(*v. A. 
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L. Loveland ot (iranby. Worthy tribiiteH were furnished, which 
can be found in the book, pageB 84, 86 and 8G. 1 cannot give theiu in 
chronological order, but they incluite Sarah Marsli Lee of Norwich, 
Ct, Dr. Mary Victoria Lee of Oswego, N. Y., Willard O. Lee of 
Springfteld. Mass., Wiiliani Walhiee Lee of Bristol, Ind. He removed 
to Snohomish. Wash., and died there. At tlie time of our meeting 
It was tlioiight he was one of our family, but subseciueiit information 
did not confirm tlie oi>inion. Augustin N. Lee, Chicago; Francis 
Lee, Clinton, Iowa; Richard Henry Loe of Spiring Hill, Kas., who 
enjoyed our meeting so much ^ Henry V. B. Lee. Long Island City, 
L. I. ; Nathaniel Smith J^ee^ Oneida, N. Y., both of them soldiers ; 
John R. Lee, BulTalo. N. Y., who took a very deep iiiterest in family 
matters; Andrew Frink l.ee, BulTalo. All who were at our first 
meeting remember his genial, hearty way. Thomas Lee, Westmore- 
land, N. Y., who rendered valuable inforumtion ; Luther Clark Lee, 
Aurora, captain in an Illinois regiment, and Benjamin F. Lee, 
Oakland, Cal., brotlier of Richard Henry, Kanstis. With very few 
exceptions, all of those, here named were retuly and willing to 
assist in all that I had attemi>ted to do to promote the objects of our 
association. 

On April 9, 1895, our President, William Henry Lee, died at his 
home (for later years) in Hartford. Perhaps it is because as a prin- 
cipal ollicer of our association, I was brought more closely in contact 
with him, that I have felt the loss so keenly, but his death is a loss 
which can but be severely felt by us all. I say frankly to you that, 
hiul it not been for liis kind words of cheer and encouragement, 
coupled with nuiterial assistance, always so generously rendered, I 
should have been strongly tempted many times to lay aside the work 
I had undertaken and abandon it forever. But I came to feel that 
I had his conlldence, and the more 1 knew htm the more I admired 
him. I was many times hivited to his home and shared his hospitality 
on several occasions. To him we are all indebted for the handsome 
stone that marks the burial place, of our connuon ancestor, and also 
for the deep interest which he took in all pertaining to our common 
fahiily history. 

Were he living, I would not be permitted to say these words of 
eulogy. His uifHlesty was so marked a trait of his character, he would 
not Imve allowed it. To whom shall we look to 1111 his place? I fear 
we shall Ihid it a very diftlcult nuitter to carry on the work which he 
was so anxious to see completed, /. c, a more full and complete record 
of our common family. I earnestly hope some way can be devised. His 
worth as a man, as a citizen, loyal to his church and hfs convictions, 
we all know, and we may name our kinsman with a feelhig of pride 
and tenderness combined. 

This list .which I have read, impresses us all with the fact that our 
ranks are being continually broken, and is even more forcibly brought 
to our attention when 1 suy of all the gray-haired men who sat upon 
the platform at our llrst meeting, Deacon William Lee, of Marysville, 
0«, alone survives. Looking out toward that unknown land to which 
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we are all haMtening with the faitli our fatherH held, we can say '* it in 
well,** foi* I have no doubt that all of us. no matter what our faitli 
creed or sect, hope for something brighter and better beyond, but, 

**We may not know its soft and balmy air, 

How bright and fair its flowers. 
AVe uiay not hear the songs that eciK> there, 

Through those celestial bowers." 



The mortuary exercises concluded by singing an appropriate 
selection, commencing : **Thou art gone to the grave, but we 
will not deplore thee/' after which the assemblage adjourned 
to visit the old church and cemetery. 

The old church, built in 1771, on the site of the edifice in which 
our ancestors worshipped, and in .which many of thi^ eartier 
generations were christened, was an object of great interest. Its 
quaint furnishings, though much ntodernized, and its broad 
galleries, still showed the anti(|ue style, and were particularly 
novel to those from the Western States. Seth Lee was for many 
years, deacon of this church, and in it his children were all 
baptized. 

The ancient cemetery in which our ancestor, John Lee was 
buried in 1690— a few minutes walk south of the church, was 
next visited. On the height of ground the modern monument 
of John Lee — erected by the munificence of William II. Lee in 
1876, is a conspicious object. Standing by its side, in a sub- 
stantial base, is the rude headstone of two hundred years ago. 
It was looked upon with veneration, and by most of those 
present, for the first time. A few yards distant, and apparently 
wrought by the same hand, may be seen the headstone bf 
Stephen Hart, Jr., — brother of Mary Hart Lee — who died in 
1689. 



When the company had assembled about the monument, the 
President, Rev. F. T. Lee» maito a few remarks, speaking sub- 
stantially as follows : 



Few words are necessary at a time liki* this. The occasion ifs«»lf 
s|M*akH' far more impivsHivdy than human language couhl'do, and it' 
is for us, simply to interpret and to api»ly its lessons. To me the 
hour i^eems sacred. Many and interesting are the associations whicii 
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cluHter about the name of onr couiiiion ancetftor. The details of hiB 
life which have coiuu dowa tp U8 are exceeiiiii|;ly lueaKer, and iiiiag- 
iiiiition naturally Meekit to nupply what Jiiutory fail» Co ^ive. ^iuce 
my attention hab haau turned to the subject of our luicestry, 1 have 
often wondered in regard to the eiirly honu; and 8urroundin|icH of the 
boy who cauu? to this new aiul wilderness land oVer 200 y^ ars a{<o— 
the niotiveH which prompted hiiu, tlie object which he hoped to 
lU'.hieve. I have thou^lit of the **breal<inK of the home ties," which 
proved to l>e Unal ao far as >ve know, there bein^ nothin*^ to show 
that he ever re-visited liis native land, or that his iNirents came later 
to this country. I have followed him in imagination as he mmle the 
loni^ and tedious voytige, devoid of the comforts of modern oceiui 
travel ; have tried to put niyself in his lilmre, and to inmt^ine the st^nse 
of strangeness with which he must have re^^arded everythin(>: in the' 
new land ; the lonely hours lie must have si>ent ; the homesickness, 
l)erhaps, which he may have exjierienced ; for a boy of only fourtc^en 
years must frequently have thou^^hts of the home and the parents he 
had left, ami, however considerate his i^uanlians nuiy have been, must 
often have longed for the mother's kindly sympathy and tender love. 

I wonder, too, how deeply, an he grew to maturer years, he en- 
tered into the real spirit of the movement of his time, which i>rompted 
•so nniny to couie to this land, sacrificing niUch, enduring hardships, 
freipiently suiTering great I(»ss. I wonder, also, if his thought wiu) 
ever turned rellectively to the future,— of the nation then in the 
earliest beginnings ; of its institutions then in their in<:ipiency ; of 
his own posterity, destined to be so numerous and iniluential. 
Ijittle, doubtless, did he tlreani of an occiu^ion like this, generations 
later, when his descendants from ail over this broad land, sliould 
couua' together to do honor to his memory. Most likely his thoughts 
were occupied chielly, iia ours are to-day, with the present, little 
realixing the great things wliicli the future hiul in store for this 
country. If he did, if any of us indeed were to dwell U])on what the 
years may bring, we should all, I apiirehenil, feel constrained to do as 
the lady who always, in her prayers, remembered, not only her children 
then living, but all her po.sterity as well. 

I am impressed with one thought in j)articular as 1 stand here 
beside the grave of our ancestor, this afternoon. It is the significance, 
the worth, the dignity of the individual. J^)lin Lee, as a boy in the 
hnmigrating company, wiu) little noticed or thought of, probably, save 
as simply a boy among other boys, and he himself, 1 presume, hiul no 
unusual consciousness of imiiortam-e. And yet, see what results have 
flowed from his -coming -the long line of descendants, the relations 
they have sustained to the devela|nnent of thU Htate and other 
States, the record they have liiude, of which we have been hearing 
to-day. .He wiui a link in a chain, the iK^ginning of a new line of 
succession, as it were, (ireat inten*sts for the years to come centered 
in him. 

Ho with us all, my frientbt, eaich one is a link. lmi>ortant interests 
center In us for the future, if not for to-day. What we need is to 
realiy.e this more than we sometim(*H <lo, and reali/.ing it, to recogni/e 
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that life is real and earnent, seek to act well our part in tlie living 
|>re8ent, that those of the years to eonie, our descendants, may take 
pride in recalling; us— rejoice to do us honor, and gather inspiration 
froju our example and spirit, to greater fidelity and to nobler lives for 
themselves. 

An appropriate selection was sung at the close, but the over- 
powering heat of the sun shortened the time which would have 
been most interestingly spent among the headstones of more 
than two centuries ago. 

The day was now far spent, and those who had come by 
carriages returned to their home, while others enjoyed a refresh- 
ing ride by trolley, to Hartford, and spent another pleasant 
evening in the hotel parlors. Thus passed the first day. 




*THE JOHN LEE MONUMENT KAKMIN(;rON, CONN. 
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SECOND DAY.-AuGusT 13. 

Called to order at lo o'clock and meeting opened by prayer by 
Prof. H. C. King, and siaging of Coronation. 

All seemed refreshed by a cooler breeze, and several new arrivals 
were noted. 

A Roll of Honor was now read, comprising a list of soldiers 
furnished by the family, in the various wars of the country, 
commencing with Stephen Hart who, accompanied Captain John 
Mason in the Pequot war of 1637, Names were given of seven- 
teen who served in the French war, 49 in the Revolutionary 
war, 19 in the War of 1812-15, two Canadians in the British 
army, and 94 in the War of 1861-65, and five Confederates. The 
list had been compiled by Leonard Lee, as the result of much 
research through the State archives, and from other sources of 
information, and still the roll is deemed incomplete, especially of 
those who served in the Civil war. The paper was read by 
William Wallace Lee, preceded by a few remarks, and followed 
by the singing of a selection, commencing, 

** Though far and wide our heroes sleep," 
to the tune of Old Hundred. 

A verbal report from the committee on re-organization was 
• next listened to. 

It was recommended that the officers of the ** Lee Association " 
consist of five vice-presidents, one of whom should be chosen 
as president, besides one secretary and treasurer and one 
assistant secretary and treasurer. 

The report was adopted, and choice made of the following 
officers : 

VICE* PKBSIDKN'rS. 

Miss Sarah F. Lkk, of Ntiw liiHwiuh, N. H., of the ** Johu^^ branch. 
Jamk.s T. Lkk, of New HrituMi, (Joiiii., of the **StephtMi*' hnvnrJi. 
Lkonahd Lkk, of Kenosha, Wis., of the "Thonuw'' branch. 
GKOliaK H. Lkic, of Bridgeport, Conn., of the '' l>uvid *^ branch. 
Ei>wiN Lkk Hkath, of Hrontlord, Ont., of the ''Oanadiaun.** 

SECRETARY AN1> TREASURER. 

WiiiLf AM Wallack Lkk, MeHden, Coim. 
Lkonaui) liKK, Keaofetha, Witf., As»i8taat. 

James T. . Lee pf New Britain, was chosen President, and 
accepted the ollice in a few hecomtng remarks. 
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A publishing committee was also appointed consisting of 
William Wallace I-ee, Miss Sarah F. Lue and Leonard Lee, to 
whicli was added the President, James T. Lee. 

A consideration of the reports of the Secretary and Treasurer, 
which were read in the morning, came next in order. 

The subject of providing funds to defray the expense of pub- 
lishing a new genealogy which was nearly ready for the press, 
was freely discussed, it. was stated that it would be unbecoming 
to the Lee family to contract a debt for the purpose — that the 
compilers had already expended several hundred dollars on their 
own account, and that not less than J500 in hand, would 
warrant them to take any preliminary steps in that direction. 
This amount, with advance subscriptions for the work in pros- 
pect, would enable them to proceed. 

The discussion was abruptly terminated by Mr. H. H. Osgood 
of Norwich, Conn., who generously pledged $100, which was 
received with ap[)lause. (Mr. Osgood is not of the Lee blood, 
but from childhood has been associated with the Lees, and made 
choice of a Lee girl for a wife. ) 

Mrs. Osgood promptly supplemented her husband's generous 
donation by the addition of $2^ from her own resources ; Wilbur 
E. Lee of Cambridge, Mass., added $25; Mrs. William II. Lee, 
Hartford, $50-; and subsecpiently D. Bradley Lee of St. Louis, 
sent in his check for S>75. Several subscriptions in advance were 
received, with the cash or pledged for 30 days — quite a number 
being for two copies or more ; J350 being paid or pledged within 
a few minutes. This business was disposed of in less time than 
is required to write it, and farther business left in the hands of a 
committee. 

Letters received from the kindred in various parts of the 
country were read, regretting their inability to be present, but 
expressing their sympathy in the re-union. 

Then followed an address by Professor H. C. King of Oberlin 
College. Professor King is a graduate of Yale and is widely 
known. His address was a scholarly effort, and delivered without 
notes, in a style which cumaianded attention. His subject was, 



THE IMPORTANCK OF TliK STUDY OF FAMH.Y HISTORY. 

You will 866 from theHubJ6<;t asHi^ned nie by the (;oniniittHe, thut 
it ftillH to me really to tell you wliat yon ure here for. What reasons 
are there for the iuiiiortauee of the study of family hiHtoryY (jertain 
Henii-HerioiiK ecMisidoratlons present theiuHelves at <>ne«^. in the first 
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place, the Mtudeut of fiiniily history in ([uite certiiiu to gain a new 
HBiiHe of the iiioaiiiu^^ of ^enealo^-y. Tlie ]»uper2i already heard lihow 
how warm iH the appreciation of tlie ardent genealot^iHt for ])ortioiui 
of the Bible not connted the juciest. Kven (ienesisi i and x, and iHt. 
Ohronii'leM i to ix stir liin enthusiasm, lie in prepared to under.stan<l 
how much Hes behind tlie mere record of names. Kor is our ardent 
genealo(pKt far wrong. The L)ook8 of (Jhronides were meant to rouse 
the generation to whom they were athheshed to renewed devotion to 
to the nation and its miNsion ; and tlio recounting of the. more notable 
of the namOH in eaidi tribe was a most potent appeal. Tliese nameti 
were a direct incitument to be wortiiy of their ancestors and to be 
true to their inheritance. 

And then the study of your genealogy miniji>ter8 to a proper self- 
esteem. ^yhen I was studying hi Harvard University, there was a 
student known as Thonuis JelTerson Coolidge, a^direct descendant 
of Thomas Jellersun. 1 noticed that his name always appeared in 
full , and I suppose it would have been a near approach to deadly 
insult to refer to him at any time as plain "T. J. Uoolidge.^' in 
my wanderings around Hoston. 1 used to see on tlie door-plate of a 
piiysician, ''Br. Miles Standlsh.'* The wildest elT<irt of my inuigin- 
ation has not enabled me to picture the doctor sigidng even the most 
hurried prescription simidy *'M. Standisli. '* 1 inmgine the past was 
an absolutely necessary part of self, of each of the^e men. Tliey were 
more to themselves because of it. I^or is this all delusion. It is worth 
something to get your bearings in this old world of ours: to lind out 
your dethiite connections in this universe of relations. You are not 
so mere an atom. One must be sorry for the man without a grand- 
father. 

And.it uuiy well be that the study of family history has a moral 
value. Family pride may j trove a real moral re.straint- If the State 
counts the simply married man a distinctly safer citi/.eu, and reckons 
every new tie a fresh pledge of good conduct, what shall be said of 
tlie assured moral steailiness of the man with his genealogy of eight' 
generations and a family history of live hundred pages? 

And if I am reunnded hereof Jeremy Taylor's humbling renuirk, 
tlmt family pride is only being proud that your ancestors were better 
than you are. I have to reply that Just here lies the solace for us l^ees 
(and many another family besides), that we have not ancestors of ex- 
ceptional distinction. Evidently they were true to their Connecticut 
tra<lition and training, and believed in local independence and 
individuality, and meant to give us, their descendants, a chance. 
Fortunately, therefore, we are witliout the one distinguished an- 
ce.stor who would have doomed us all to being merely his distant 
imitators. We are rescued from the oblivion of .hiiiloi's, Seconds, 
Tliirds, and allowed to be oin>elvcs. And this leads mu it« add that I 
am thankful for another feature of the Lee genealogy : tlieorigiimlity 
of our beginnings in this country. The J^ees emigrated from 
Knglaud as a boy. We thus escai»ed forever the " three brothers ^^ 
who came over in the same boat. That fourteen year i»ld boy. 1 take 
it, must have had sturdiness and indet)endence. And this origin 
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luay have aoiuethiug to do with tlie reputed liveUness and uriginality 
of the Lees. ThiH boy origiu i^eeuiH to me also, to come the neure.st 
pOBtiible to Holviug the problem of how to get a Huuou-pure American 
ancestry, which sliould not be Indian. Jolin Lee ouglit to lmve.beeii 
a |>articiilarly goo<l Democrat. At his age he must have had few 
monarchial f^rejudioes to adjure ; and from his Urst day^s landing on 
these shores, he belonged to the community which was the very 
oradle of American Democracy. That origin seems to me, to be 
sufiiciently American. 

To speak a little more seriously of my subject, I mention as a fur- 
ther reason for the importance of the study of fauiily history, the 
widening sense of kimthip which is certain to result. The first motive 
to genealogical study seems often to be rather exclusive, — perhaph a 
desire to join the Sons of the Revolution. But in the end 1 believe its 
tendency to bu altruistic. We are not merely " harking back to a phys- 
ical fact, ^' but rather only using our common origin as an excuse for 
further mental actiuaintance, based on a family psychological resem- 
blance. A genealogical tree with its endlest> ramiilcations, is a kind 
of graphic illustration of the kinshii> of the race. Our hearts warm, 
as we study it, toward many who hud seemed wholly strange. Our 
connections with the mother countries become real. As individuals 
and as patriots we are le.ss narrow and selllsh than we were. 

Recognition of the importance of the study of family history, 
morover, is quite in harmony with the modern method of beginning 
from the home in the teaching of history, and with the modern em- 
phasis on biography. To feel a personal coimection with even the 
merest bit of history adds reivlity to all history. No Lee, I am sure, 
can have followed, in inuigination, John Lee in iiis connection with 
Thomas Hooker^s Company, and later under the long ministry i>f 
Hoi>ker^s son at Farmington, and not found all the beginnings of 
American History more alive for him. The study of family history 
has thus one of the chief gains of travel. 

And simply for the better understanding of ourselves, the study of 
family history is important. Many a puz^l^ in one's psycological 
' make-up would be fur easier of solution if we knew our ancestors 
better. It is of value to know the family characteristics, in their 
strength and their weakness. Nor is this a consideration of merely 
ourious or prudential value. Every motive of. love and respect urges 
that one know the entire lives of at least his father and mother well. 
I wish I might persuade every person to whom is still granted the 
presence of father or mother, to secure from them c>arefully written 
accounts of their lives. Those accounts would be priceless documents, 
and they would grow in prectousiieiw wlt1« mi«V years. 

A still deeper, and for me the chief i*eaRon, for the cultivation of 
family history lies in a natioiuU characteristic. We Americans need 
to cultivate the historicaf acnitc, personally, practically. No'thought- 
ful American living for even a brief time among any Ktiropean people 
can fail to be impressed, as by a novel sensation, with the eviilence, 
everywhere present, of a sense of constant connection with the past. 
The Uerman^s " JCs Ut immci'tto ^^ seems the one reason for every ipies- 
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tioiied iiiHtitiitiiMi. A nation Iioh iilwayH. liotze siiys, two ilutieH, in 
tioeiiiiag opposition: on tlie one lianiU thu duty of kuupiu^ fuitli with 
the puHt, of prenerving Monje living (umuuiinity with tiioHO i^one, tlie 
couhervative tendency, tlie reco(>^nition of iuMtorical rij^ht; on tiiu 
otiier liand. the duty of lidelity to the interehttt of the present, of 
revolt, against the '*dead Imnd:" tlie rtulicai tendency, the recogni- 
tion of abstract right. One need liardiy go furtlier tlian the opening 
sentences of the Declaration of Independence to see that the latter 
tendency is much stronger in Americans. Onr history and our circiiui- 
stance.H have increased tliis tendency. The son^lled i>ractical Amer- 
ican mind tends in fact in these relations to become very theoretical. 
We are profoundly and unduly intluenced by tlieories, by abntract 
considerations, and greatly lack what older countries have— the histor- 
ical brake. Anil yet so called abstract justice may often be the rankest 
injustice ; for it is likely to be mere arbitrary classing, with no recog- 
nition of individual dilTerences, and doing away with all distinctions. 

Its niooil, as Professor James reminds us, is essentially that of the 
Sluih of l^ersia, who declined when in Kngland to take any interest in 
the Derby; for he said it was alreiuly known to him that one horse 
could run faster than another. Which horse was the faster was no 
matter. And yet it is the individual who is the reiUlty, and not the 
class. TherOAili.M'.oucrete always. One mu.*«t., therefore, freely grant 
Professor James' conization that "the obstinate insisting that tweedle- 
dum is not tweeille-iloe is the bone ami marrow of life. ^' So far, then, 
as the radical and abstract tendency is dominant in us, we need to cul- 
tivate the historical .sense. Wo need to recognise that our roots are in 
the past, aiul to keopuur faith with the past. Our country is too new, 
and our history too short to nuvke very real any sense of obligatiiui 
to the generations gone. There is little to reiuhid us of theui. We 
are always ready to begin anew. Few of us live even in the same 
town in which our fathers lived. Not a Lee, for example, remains 
here Jn Farmington. in this original home of our ance.stors ; and other 
families with a record lut old, are similarly scattered. Almtist the 
only ancient thing many of us have is our ancestry. It bec<xi|ies us 
to make the most of that. 

Closely connected with this need of the sense of connuunity with 
the piist is the need of the .spiritual possessign of our surroundings- 
Hoth enlarge self. The mU needs to express itself in its surroundings. 
There is great loss here fiir our wandering population. Our whole 
people are too much like ciiy renter.s, who liave no real home, and 
have never put an atom of themselves into their places of abode. 
The mere conveniences of a tlat can never make a home. This tramp 
life makes us vastly poorer, and lessens grontly the sense of responsi- 
bility , civic and moral. The more renter, or tlu' fn»«|uent uiovt'r, hiis 
not exitressed himself in any tiling tlmt abiil4\s. Therefore all ties set 
more lightly on him. The American, to be sin-e, often has a rarely 
high spiritiuil api>reeiation of the home; but he is greatly hampered 
by his surroundings in this regard- The literal pos.session of the pa- 
ternal homestead is not possible to many of us ; the spiritual pos.ses 
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»ion of the family KiiiHliip U; and this may do much to make tip for 
that. 

And after all, the only really Maered thin^ in a person. The (Uiinehe 
rewrenee for ancestorn haH a niueh better philosoi>hie basis than the 
more common reverence for plaeen. The saci-ednesH of all plac(*H and 
thin^H 18 borrowed from persons. We do well to recall in lllial aU'ection 
the names and live» of those who have i^one before us, from whom we 
have come. Every name in the most skeleton like ^enealo^y still stands 
for a life iiistory; and a little lovin;; inm^ination re-clothes the barren 
naiue with tiie beauty and fraj^rance of a life passionately loved,- h>ved 
as we love life. They, too, lived and ioveil, hoi>ed and aspired ; they, 
too were disap[K>inted and defeated, and had their moments of achieve- 
ment and conqirest. And fnmi the study of their lives we turn with 
chastened antbition and a more tender sympathy, to take ui> our 
allotted task, with its inhei'ited limitations, ^lad of our livin^^ con-' 
nectiim with the lives of yi^irs j^olie by. 

And we nniy illustrate theses {general considerations from our own 
historical connections. Is it of no value to remind ourselves^ that we 
belong to the great Puritan stock of whom John Fiske can write : 
*'Had it not been for the Puritans political liberty would probably have 
disappeared fn)m the world"? Ho that **the moment of ('romwelPs 
triumph was the nu>st critical moment in history. " Is it of no value to 
know that we belon^^ to the great Puritan exoilus to America, whic^h 
Fiske thinks gave the tinal assurance that tlie English idea of nation 
making was to previiil over the Konnui idear so that the Puritan 
migration '^nuirks most d«'cisively the dawning of a new era, ^^ aiul the 
end of the Uonnin Empire. Por this exodus was <lirectly connected 
with the English struggle ft)r liberty. In the twenty years between 
1C20 and 1C40, 2(S,000 came to New England; but of that number 
scarcely 6()0 before 1629. The ivst came between 1629 and 1(»40,- 
exm*>tly the period when (Uiarles the First wivs trying to rule England 
without a IVriianient. l)o4^s it mean nothing to us that we belong to 
the Connecticut Recession; to the great l)4>mocratic towns of Dor- 
chester, Newtown, and Watertown, with their dignified jirotest for the 
independence of the' town, and with tlieir uniipje "movements of 
organic communitiesr^* l)<ies it nu»an nothing that we Ix^long to (Con- 
necticut, which Goldwin Hmith rightly calls ^*tlie cradle of American 
Democracy;" to the State upon which Johnston tells us lay **for a 
tinu5 abuost the entire burden of the Uevolution;" the Htate that 
received and deserved the warmest praise given by Wiuihington in that 
struggle, to any Htate; the HUite whose clear plan and one hundredfind 
fifty years of experience of genuine Denu>cracy made clearly dimiinant 
in the critical constitutional convention of the Union? Does it mean 
Ui>tliing that on both paternal aiul nutternal sides, We belong to the 
Company of Thomas Hooker, the father of American Democracy, 
whose hand in clearly to be seen in tlu* original (>onnecticut Consti- 
tution, according to John Fiske, *' the first written constitution known 
to history that createil a government ; ^^ a Constitution that applied 
politically the ecclesiastical prin<'.iple of the Pilgrims before tliey 
themselves haul done it ? 
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On the «oiit of anus of the Lees— to which I know not if they have 
luiy valid title appearu the head' of a reiued-up horse. Whether 
there by ri^^ht or not, it ty|»illes not illy tht* reputed Lee eharaeter- 
isties,- vit'orous, spirited, and with something more than a ti'aee of 
wilfullness, yet commonly h«.'ld in lutnd. For if we care to <;laim the 
device at all, the reining; muHt come from within, not fri»m without. 
We must not he wliolly unworthy of Plato's noble lit^ure of the soid 
as charioteer, havini^ its steeds in hand. C'ertainly we nnist not fall 
below even pleasure-loving Aristippus: **1 hold, 1 am not held." J 
master my pli^tisures ; my [deasures do not Uiaster me. If we are true 
to our inheritance, with breadth of view and self-control, in some hiKh 
sense, we must be able to say with one i»f the world's f?reatest li^chters, 
**A11 thin^^s are lawful, but 1 will not be brouj^ht under the power 
of any. ** 

Following this adUress, Rev. Dr. Bacchus of Plainville, Conn., 
offered a few remarks on ** Widening of Kinship." 

The President then called on Win. Wallace Lee to take the 
chair, who then introduced the reverend gentleman, as not only 
a genuine Lee, but, through his mother, a lineal descendant of 
William Westwood, the guardian of John Lee, when, as a strip- 
ling, he immigrated to the American shores. He was the only 
descendant of Westwood, known to be present. He then pro- 
ceeded to deliver an address on '• Characteristic Traits of the Lee 
Family, " which as he stated in preliminary remarks, had cost 
him a vast amount of labor, from the fact that he had known few 
Lees outside of the paternal home circle, and therefore knew 
little of their characteristics, and had taken little interest in 
family history. Being strongly urged, however, he reluctantly 
attempted the task, and found that the more he investigated the 
subject, the more he became interested, and presumed the 
experience of others would be the same, by a similar investigation. 



CHARACTERISTIC TRAITS OP THE LEE FAMILY. 

J/r. PrenidcnU Kindred^ and Friendts ;— 

The resijonsibility is laid uinhi lue of lnti*oducinK you to your 
anc4;btors. 1 am to intlicate some of their characteristic traits, that 
you may know the sort of people with whom your names antl hi.story 
have been Irrevocably linked, an<l thus be enabhul Intelligently to 
determine whether you care to continue the rclatiouhhlp for the future; 
especially that you nmy the b«'tter understand ytmrselves, theinlii*nt«Hl 
tendencies of your own nature, aiul tlu* more fully come into po.ss(*s- 
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Mion of the lieritii^e which thoy, by tlieir Hpirit aud oxuiii|>h% have Mi 
(or tlieir siiiccesHors. 

The tank hupu^ed hiiH not been an ea«y one. From limited perHonai 
aecinaintance anions tlie generations preceding, it hatt involved alnitmt 
endleus invest iKati«>n, the ransaeliin^of old and mnsty records, delviti^ 
into the nnt/es of ^enealo(^ieal reMt^areh, and particularly a study of 
the living, in whom, according; to the well known liiws of heredity, the 
tniitH of those of other days are wont to reappear. For we are not 
simply ouiwlveM, we are also the products of the yeans j<one by ; and 
just tis tlie various strata in jceolo^^y have their' sif^n^ticance to the 
student, so hereditary traits, as they appear in the living, have their 
story to tell of those who have j?i>ne before. With all its dilHcuIties, 
however, the study has be<*n interesting?, even fascinating. It Invs 
br(Mi|i:ht to niH a new sense of how varieil the forces from tlie ^ener- 
tvtions ptkst which are at work in the present. 1 have also been led 
alntost to stand in awe of myself, as I have realized tlmt all these 
ancestors are, in a sense, looking down uiM>n ine, are living in me, are 
sr>eakin|^ through nte, and that their influence is ^oin^on increasingly 
beyond me. And when 1 ivilect upon ail that such a thente involves, 
its practicid sifcnilicance to those in whose veins there flows the blood 
of a connnon ancestry, and tlie uniny thou(?hts which press for utter- 
ance at such a tinu*, 1 am constrained t(» sympathize with a certain 
(/ongressuuin, who, wlieii- making a plea for.the location of the World's 
Fair at Ohicago, said : '' WJien 1 think of the greatness of the city and 
the limited time 1 have in which to speak of it, I feel like the boy who 
was set down in the midst of a sugar Imrrel and exclaimed: ' O for 
tinu', and a thousand tongues to do this thing justice.^** 

PUKJilMlNAllY. 

Before con dug to the sul>ject projier, a few preb*nnnary observa- 
tions may help to throw light upon it. 

The movement of enngration to New Kngland, which was begun 
by the Pilgrim Fathers from n^ligious considerations in U:20, was 
continued frt>m similar motives by the Puritans duriitg the years 
succeeding. The ftirmer settled at Plymouth, the latter at Ho.ston 
and vicinity; nnuiy, luiwever, pushing westward and establishing 
themsidves in the wilderness of ( Connecticut. They were from a great 
and growing party in OKI Kngland, of all classes, men of intelligence, 
piety and culture, who were tired of religious intoh^rance and 
oppression, and cann^ to this soil, not as needy adveitturers, but 
seeking religitius liberty, and for the sake of institutions which they 
wibhe<1 to perpetuate, and which wen* rendered doubly dear by 
KiifferingH undergone in their Indudf. To tl^is t*iul, they wefe willing, 
if necessary, to go to distant regions and to inhospitable shores. 
The Pilgrims were luore riulicad and pronounced in their religious 
and iNilitical opinions, but the Puritans were not far behind them, 
especially after they had breatheil the free air of the new \\nrU\ for a 
season, and together tlu^y laid the fouutlations of New Kngland, 
giving to her and to the nation their noblest and best institutions. 
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JOHN 1.KK. 

It vfivA in tho luiilHt of hucIi envirunuiuuts an tliese, Hueh opiuionH, 
8uch Jiiilu«nco8 ill general, tliat our coiuiiioii ancestor waH reared. 
Horn in the year of the Pil|>:riin exo(lu8, in (JoktheHter, IAhh^x county, 
tin«hiiul~a place wliich had long been noted hm a hot-bed of the new. 
iih^us and H|>irit~John Lee, a lK>y of fourteen year8, caiine to Anjeriea, 
under the care of Williaui Westwooil, a nnin of prominence and 
luiMuber i>f the iir»t *' (General (yourt,'' landing at Houton in l(Ki4. 

The following year, lie rtettled in Connecticut, nniking Hartfonl, 
then in itM beginnings, liiK home until 1641. lie then joiuetl a second 
company, which settled hi l^irniington, nine ndles distant, a ih*st com- 
pany having loejited tliere the year before. His name appt^irs among 
those of the tlrst proprietor of the town. Here, in this frontier 
settlement, lie grew to manhood ; wiuk married at the age of thirty- 
eight to Mary, daughter of iStepheu Hart, letuler of the colony ; 
reared his family of six children; passed through all the vicissitudes 
of those early and trying years; died at length in 101)0, at the age of 
seventy, and was buried in the old Farmington cemetery, where, 
twenty years since, a handsome monument was erected to his 
memory, replacing the original stone, with its rudely chiseled 
iuHcription, and which now linds a place beside it. 

THK KAULY TIMK8. 

We may imagine something of the Himple life and industrieH of 
those sturdy pioneem. Their houies were near togi^ther in Farndng- 
toil. HettlemeiitH in the region were few, and communication between 
theiii was rare. Wild beasts plrowietl in the forests adjacent^ while the 
country about was occupied by various tribes of roving Indians, their 
hilts dotting tlie land, and their canoes frequently appearing n|K>n 
the rivers. The i^elations of the Indians to the whites were usually 
amicable, although occjisionally they raided tin? Hettleinents, murder- 
ing the |>eople and plundering their homes. There was thus constant 
ii(tiH*sstty of being upon guard against surprise.n, and houst*s were 
often fortilled and stores of (unmunition were provideil. Kven lis late 
as 1 GUI, a year after John hee^s death, it is upon record that a com- 
mittee wiis ohosen to designate certain houses for this purpose. 

On the ln^tbbath day, the great central day of the week, the inhabi- 
tants went armed, to the church which liiul early been erected ui»on 
the saiiKi, or nearly the same., site as the present one, gathering from 
several miles around, the women c^vrrying their infants, which they 
daretl not leave behind, ami a gutird being stationed at the door 
while the services were in progress. A drniii servetl as a bell to sum- 
mon the i>eople t^jgether. This drtitii, by the way, was still pn*served 
in 1H40, and is referred to in the address which was delivered at that 
time- by Noah Porter, Jr., afterwards Presiilent of Yale College- in 
celebrating the 200th anniversary of the settlement of the town. 

Next to the church, in the estimation of the fathers, rank«;d the 
school, which was also provided at tui early day. Reverence for 
religion and .e<lu<uition, together with y.eal in their promotion, has 
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ever been a marked cliaracteriHtic uf the posterity of these harily 
pioiieerH. Town iueetiiit»:s, too, were h'ehl,- another New Kn^hind 
institution which has exerted a nioulilin^ inUueiiee upon the nation. 
Here public nnitters were freely diseussed, and important questions 
were settled by the votes of the people. 

Thus we gain a glimpse into the life and times of that community 
in the wilderness, among whom our ancestor lived, and in whose 
activities he participated. The.re is every reason to beli(*ve that 
lie was an intelligent, substantial, upright <*iti/en, intfrested in 
whatever pertained to the public welfare, respectetl by his neigh- 
bors, and ind>ued with the lofty sentinu*nts wliich were charactisticof 
tliose early and sturdy times in which his wife heartily shared, an<l in 
which their children were trained. 

UiK J)KtiCKNDANTS. 

In the years succeeding, as colonies multiplied, those bearing the 
coiuiiion name were found iu the varitms settlements of the State, 
liater still, they S45attered more widely, until now they are to be 
found in almost every commonwealth of this great land and in the 
provinces to the north of us. How has it been with these descendants, 
what sort of people have they Uvn through the generations? Tlii« 
is the ((uestion which concerns us at this time. What part have they 
borne hi the unfolding life of the nation, as its laws have been 
framed, as States have been (Mtrveil out of our wide douniin, as the 
Institutions of education and religion have been phinted, as nuive- 
ments of thought and of progress in all lines have developed, as wars 
have arisen to secure or to preserve oin* inilependence, or to maintain 
the nation's Integrity and IninorY Have they been worthy descend- 
ants of those whose luinies they have borne, or have the ancestral 
spirit and the ancestral traits Ix'eir gradually fading out ? What kind 
of fruitiige has our fandly tree, with itti wide-spreading branches in 
this land, been bearing through the years — a tree whose roots reach 
far back Into Knglisli history, even, to the Ni>nnans under William 
the Conqueror, with various ranks and titles appended from 
tlnit time dowur 

These hiqulries (H)Mie close home to us all, and what nu)re litting . 
time in which to consider them,- f«>r our instruction, our inspiration, 
for our waridng, perhaps,- then when we have assembled about the 
family hearthstone fi*oni all over the continent, to gather up the 
s(*4ittered threiuls of our history, to do honor to the memory of those 
"Who have gone l)efore us, and to strew ilowers of tender and grateful 
recognition upon the grav« of hiiu whose name we revere as the 
common father of us all. 

OCCUPATIONS AMI TRAITS. 

Mr«^, let US inquire into their (»ccupatii>iis and tln^ (|iialities tli«*y 
have nuuiif«*sted in coiineition with them. 

Among the earlier generations agricultural pursuits predominatetl. 
At ilrst and for a long time this was the comnuHi ocrupati(»n «»f the 
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pioiKMM'H. There >vii8 little else, in fiu-t, to he clone for u livelihood. 
The migratory npirit unions theiii was not nnirkeil, at least for several 
{tCenerations no ime moved for [M*riuanent ahotle so the retiords state- 
more than twelvi* miles from the aneestral home. As years advamreil 
and tln^ ne(Hls«)f tln^ ^rowin^ pojnilation developed, trade ami business 
of various kinds and mannfaetnres weiv taken up, until at the present 
tinu' it is tlillieult t(» name an industry or profession in whieh some of 
them are not enjraKed. There are builders and bankers, merehants 
and meehanies, nninnfaetnrers of all sorts, whoh^saiers and retailers, 
farnuM's, lundiernu'n, weavers, blacksmiths ami drujjK^sts, teachers, 
physicians, suv^eons, eler^^ynuMi, profcssi>rs, lawyers, le^^islators, and 
so on almost ad inffnUmn. In the profirssions, physicians have been 
most numerous, then clergymeit, proiVsscjrs, teachers, with nuMubers 
of the bar the fewest in nundier of them all. Why this latter should 
be the cjtse when so many of the mort* aud>itious youth seem to 
{gravitate in that direction, is not altoK»-ther clear. 

In all these callings, nmny Inive risen to positions of usefulness and 
honor, a few perhai>s tt) prc-enni4ence. Amon^ the physicians, the 
following are some of the conspicuous nann^s. Uepresentative nien of 
other callin^^s will be referred to later. 

Dr. Kbenezer Lee of Karminj^ton (b. 1727) was in his day, a physi- 
cian of larj^e and successful practice. After the 4jlo.se of the Revolu- 
tionary war, he and his himily cro.ssed over into (Canada; underi^oin^ 
nuuiy severe hardships incident to settling in a new country. It is 
noteworthy how nntny of his descendants have adoi>ted the sauuj 
profession and have been resj)ected far and wide. 

Then there AVius Dr. Hannu»l Lee of Windham, (b. 1743,) a uniu of 
attractive social (pudities, skillful in his profession, and of very 
extensive practice. He held a position as sur^eoii in the Uevolutiouary 
army. One or two it<*ms of interest in regard to him will bear re- 
producing. He was the ori;<inator of the *'(jenuine Jjce^s Windham 
Hilious Pills and Fandly Physic, "a remtnly which is still somewhat in 
use fin* bilious alfections. 

This was the iirst medicine of the kind patented in this country. 
The patent was secureil by his .son, Dr. Samuel Lee, Jr., and was 
sij^neil **U. WashiuKton. " Physically he was possessed of K''***^^ • 
strength amd ability. Amon^ other feats it is related that he would 
** hop forty feet at three bounds, and throw a stone a ^ood distaitce 
with the precision of the ancient slin^ers. " 

Another was Dr. Thomas Lee, born in New Dritaln in 1808. He 
wiu» a nnm of unusual prondse, but died at the early iLge of twenty- 
eij^ht. He waH rennu'kably successful in the treatment of mental 
disorders. In other respects he is s|M>keit of lis an ideiU man, social, 
cultured, and devoutly religious. 

Dr. (Jharles Alfreil Lee (born in Salisbury, Coim., in IHOl, died at 
Peekskill, N. Y., 1872) becann* widt»ly kn(»wn as a teacher and writer. 
He held professorships at dilTerent times in a nund>er t)f leading 
medical institutions, iuid was the author and editi>r of sciveral impor- 
tant medical works. His son, Dr. ('buries Alfred Lee, Jr., (b. 182U) 
served as a surgeon, mostly in hospital service, owin^ to ill heiilth, in 
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th« (Jivil War. Afterward Jio luoveil to (Jalifornia, wIumhj lie tliud at 
Oiiklaiul in 18H8, a^ed 51). He >vii.s never iiiari'ied. 

Another, whoii»e name hlioiilil not he omitted in Dr. Mary Victoria 
l^ee, wlio was a t^rmluaUe of Miehi^aii lJniver.sity, After prae'tieinK 
for awliile, hiie tauKl^t for ii niimher of yearn iu various institutions, 
hut latterly iu the State J«Jonnai School at Oswego, N. Y., where she 
ilio«l a few years Hince. Sh<» wjw highly resiMMiteil and beloved, and is 
Hpoken of as havini^ been mentally very bright. 

AuioiJK theCiuuvdian Jjues, Dr. William Hooker Lee and Dr. Hiram 
Davis Lee might be Uientit>ued, antl indeed nuiny ot]uu*s. 

AuuiUK the uiembers of the bar were Klisha J^ee and Thomas Allen 
of the hunt century, William 1*. Ourtissof Fulton, N. Y., of more recent 
years, to say nothing of others of the present day. 

Hut in the nutiu tiie J^ee Uescen<lants have devoteil themselvi's 
to business pursuits, adapting themselves readily to any brunch 
which they have taken up. Whether or not as nuiinifucturers they 
ever utilized wood in the production of such commodities as nutnu'gs, 
hiuns, pumpkin. seeds, and even of oats by sJiarpening the other end 
of shoe pegs wiiich had accumulated upon their hands,— a phase of 
uuuiufaeturing intlustry which iuis been |K)pularly attributed to iUni- 
iieeticut— 1 have been unable to determine from the recorils. 

With slight exceptions, they have been ju)teif for their industrious 
habits, for their careful attention to detiuli** f^'i' their fnigality, for 
their patient )>erseve ranee, ami for their general eiliciency. With such 
cluirac^teristics they liave lutturally achieveil a fair measure of success. 
While few, (>erhaps, have attaiianl to such wealtli ils to be classtnl 
auiong the nullionaires, a goodly number have accuuiulated a liberal 
competency, uu>st have lH*en *'abt»ve boaril," while but few cduIiI Uv 
ciiUed '*}K>or relations/' Only a very limited number have been known 
to secik a living by mere speculati<»n or in any other discreditable way. 
Sueh a thing tu« dishonesty or trickery hiis been exceedingly rare. They 
have, as an almost univermU rule, been straightforward, honest, and 
honorable in their dealings. AmoJig business men the muue of Wui. 
H. l^ee should be meutioned an a prominent and successful dry goods 
luercjiaut, for forty years iu New York city. He was present at the 
Ue-uniou iu 1884, and presented a valuable pai>er upon ''Our Knglish 
Origin.^' It wiuit tlrrough his generosity that the line monunu*nt to 
John ]jee wiut erected in the Faruiington cemetery. . He died last year 
at about 77 years of age. 

Hut fierhaps the Uiost notable tnut of all, anil which has been 
characteristic of the great nuijority of the Lees, luts been tlu'ir in- 
domitable energy, their push aiul |>eiiteveriMictt, their ability to bring 
things to pass in spite of obstructing ilifliuulties. This trait udght be 
illustrated almost indetinitely. Tina* will adutit of oidy one instance. 

It is related of a welKknown ilruggist of our name, whose home wim 
on tiu^ western bank of the '* Father of Waters," and who was widely 
respected and lovetl for his genuine worth of character, that, being 
always iu a hurry, as the Lees generally seem to be, whenever he 
started down street to go to his store, all that ct>uld 1m; seen of him 
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wuii liU cuiit-t4iii8 ilyiii|< aroiiiiU the corner iira eloiiil of ituKt! In thin 
rt^Mpect he might be 8uJcl to Ini a tyiiieal Lee. 



IJ. CIVIL RELATIONS, EDUCATION, 1»ATU10T1SM. 

Notice next the I^e uucentry iu respect to citizenBhip and its vuHouh 
reUktioni^. In |{;eueral they have been inteltigent, hiw-ahiilht^, and 
ready always to bear tlieir jMirtioH of the bunh*nH of Hot^iety, in whidi 
they have usually occupieil what luit^ht hi* termed the n|>pei' miihile 
stations, with exceptions both ui> and down. Tliough rhanwrteriHtieally 
unobtrusive they have nevertheless been a positive force in tht* ciini- 
munities wherein they have resided, lualving tlieir inlluenee felt in 
liehalf of righteousness and tlie general welfare. 

It is noticeable how fri?4|uently they Juive been seltn^ted for positions 
of trust in civil life. The office of luagistratu, for instiuice, was one of 
great lacal signiiicance in former New England times, and not 
unfrecpiently some Lee would L>e sunauoned to it and be continued in 
it for many years in succession. Often they have been called to legis- 
lative res^ionsi bill ties, Colonial or8tate. An aggregate of lifty-eight 
years of such service by native Lees in (Connecticut is certainly a 
pretty fiur record. Col. Isiutc Ijee, Jr., of New liritaln wius a ntendier 
of the Legislature for twenty-foiir yeai*s, (^aiitain Samuel Lee of 
Salisbury fi>r (Oeven years, (/aptain Jared Lee of Southington, for 
sevenU term's, and nmny others for longer or shorter periods. Hon. 
Wm. WtUlace Lee of Meriden, one uf the ui<»st active promoters 
of the Re-union of lb84, and of the present gathering, as W4>ll as 
of all efforts to secure accurate gi^nealogical records of the family, 
has several times been chosen to the same position. 0<u'usionally 
one has been elected to Congress, and one, Judge William Strong 
of Philadelphia, of the Tabitha branch, (John l^ee's youngest 
daughter) was appointed Associate Justice of the U. S. Supreme 
Court. There have been several pronduent characters of that name. 
Then there were Judge William O. Sterling of Northampton who was 
judge in New York city, and others. All these men have lilled various 
positions with fidelity and honor. 

As a rule, however, they have never nmnifested any nmrked am- 
bition for political distinctitm. The pursuits of private and domestic 
life have predominated with them. Whenever there has been public 
preferutent, the ofllce has rather sought fhcuij than they the oflico, 
which is as it should be. So that if they have failed of gaining specially 
wide repute in the civil realm, it has not been from lack of fitness for 
exalted station, but because, rather, of ImUtt'erence to office for its 
own sake, and of the absence of a s|Nrit of aggressive selfaHMiM-tltui, 
which now, at least, seems to be reciuihile In order to conspicuous 
IMilitical success. Yet they have ever beeu good citizens, supporters 
of gi><>d gc^vernment, generally public spirited, while integrity, 
reliabllty, and conscientious fidelity to trusts connuitted to them, 
have been characteristic traits. Exceptioiml ca.HOs there doubtless 
always have been among the thousands who have lived in this ct>untry 
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hiiice 1C:U, hut a cuuiiriiied crimiiiiil or vai^raiit Ihm been a rarity in 
the faitiily, and I have never hearti of any member of our clan who 
waM hun{^, altbon^li some may have deserveii liangin^! 

Amon^ tlie more notable citizens of the yeiirM past, one or two 
hIiouUI receive special mention. 

Jared hee, i^randson of Jolin Lee, was born in Farniington in 1712. 
Settling in Southington wlien a yount>: man. he was for luany years 
a distinguished cliaraeter. He held the ofllce of Justice of tbe Peace, 
or Magistrate, for over a quarter of a century, aaid was a terror to evil 
doers. Although often arbitrary, his decisions were seldom reversed. 
Ife seems to have been particularly jealous of all violations of the 
rigid Sunday laws which tlien prevaile<1, and frequently parties were 
lined for whispering and laughing in the public services, or for 
neglecting to attend them What preacher to-day would not rejoice 
in similar laws and penalties enforced with simitar ildelity 1 

80 nukuy were the olTices of lionor and trust which he was called 
upon tolUl that the people named him '^all Houthington, ^\ For thirty 
years he was deacon in the Congregational ohurch It is said of him 
that he was stern and unyleldfng in iiis orthodoxy, that he usually 
carried his point, aiul that he was never known to aoknowleilge an 
error. Ife is also said to Inive been a \ery silent and a very homely 
man. He died in 1780. in his (iOth year. 

Ool. Isaac l^ee. Jr., of New Hritain (171G— 1802) was another 
celebrity of his time. In many respects he was the counterpart of 
Jared Lee, witli whom he was contemporary. Like him, he was tall 
and comuumding, strong and nuiscular, proverbially dignilied, and 
honored in chm'ch and town. For thirty ye^rs he was the principal 
Mugistnitc, and the otlice was administered with wisdom and impar- 
tiality. For twenty- four years out of the thirty from 1701 to 17UI, he 
was member of the ('olonial and General Assembly of thetit4ite, always 
active and inttuentlal. During the Revolutionary period he hehl 
relations of friendship anil intinnu'-y with the leading luttriots. He was 
a constant attendant up<ui the sanctuary, antl was for nnuty years 
a faithful deacon. He died in 1802 in the eighty-seventh year of his 
age. His funeral wim attended by a large concourse of people. 



KUUCVriONAh .S1*HKHK. 

As to education, the Lees have always been loyal to the early senti- 
nnnits which would place tlie schf>ol lui an institution next in im- . 
portance to the church. They have generally been fairly educated 
themselves, and have always favored a generous provision for the 
etlue^ition of others. An IllustirathMi i»r this spirit, which I am Mui*e is 
not an isoiattnl instiUUM', may be in point here. In a country s4tho(»] 
district in the AVest some years ago, there resiiled a l^ee with a family 
of live children. Desirous of giving tliem as good advanttiges lui pos- 
sible, and interested in tlie cause of e<lucution iii general, he became 
activ<^ in behalf of the school, and was soon the recognixed leader in 
tliis respe<:t. Through his lnllm*n(Mi the very l>est available teachers 
were secured for a number of years in succession, while the scIhmjI 
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itHelf wn8 (j^nuliiaUy e(|ui[>|HHl with helpful a|)|>liancoH, iiushulin{^ a 
lai'Kc! aiul carefully Heh'ctiHl library, far beyond tlu* average of (;(»uiitry 
kcIiooIm. 80011 it K^iiiciil a reputation 8(H*'<»titl ti> none* in the county 
or the (H>untieH around, whih^ the (^(hmI eirects of the Htart whieh the 
ehililren luid youth of the neiKhlM>rhood then reet^iveil have ' Immmi 
apparent ever ninee. Not a lew were led to st*ek a eolit^^e training 
afterward, and the proportion of tho}<e who have uuMlea nuirk in their 
M4*veral upheren Ih hu'^er tinui frcnu any niiuilar nehool 1 have ever 
known. Tlie credit of all in nniinly due to one who in well known 
anions tlie LeeB for hiH motive interest, with others, in pushing; forward 
thiM lie-union and the forth -con lint; (feneah)Kh*al work, aiitl the mere 
fact of aminiewhat near relationshiii afTorilH no HuHlcient reason, i am 
Hure, ill thitt prbnence, for refraining from Kivin^^ honor to whom honor * 
in due. 1 refer to my innuediate pro^^enitor Mr. Leonard I^h) of 
Kenot«ha, Wis. ( 1 mi^ht say in thiu connection that J was privately 
instructed by him toouiit this sectioii, but I became of iiK^'some years 
since!) 

Nor lias the higher education been neglected. There have been 
numerous ^^raduates in the family from our liest colleges and univer- 
sities. It is dilTicult to secure reliable statistit*.s, but there is reason t4> 
believe that the percentage of liberally educated men and of those 
tUliuK high educiitiomil positions will (compare favt>rably with most 
families of corresponding inunbers. These graduates have gone largely 
int(» the various professions. Ni»t a few have held chairs in the lead- 
ing institutions, especially medical, and oi'Ciisionally one Inis been 
called to the pimition of college president. Rev. Wm. Allen Lee, a 
grmluate of Harvard of 1802, became I'resident of Darthmouth (col- 
lege in 18 Mi and of Howdoin in \6VJ. While it might not be strictly 
lUHHirate to say that the J^ees have generally been so given to literary 
pursuits as to wai*runt us in claiming this im eliarattteristic of them, it 
is nevertheless tr^ie that some have been eminent as scholars, lutd a 
considerable xmnd»er of vtu'y cretiitable meilical, theological and other 
works haye from time to time been produced by them. ()ccasii>nally 
one has given special attention to musio and to musical composition, 
while the |M>etic instinct has not been entirely lacking. U|M)n tint 
whole, the educational riHH>rd of the family and th(*ir part in the pro- 
motion of this most important interest, have been greatly t4i their 
credit. 



PATRIOTISM. 

Under this general heiul of citixeniihip it rennuns for me to say 
Moinethiiig with regiu*d to their |i«Url<»tio Mfilrit. Them is no n*iu«on 
to be ashanu'd of tlieir record in this reH|H'ct. They have ever been 
ready to respond to the C4tll of their ctiuntry, in its hour of need. 
There has not been a war since John Ijch* e^ime to uuinhood in which 
the Lees have not been represeiite4l, and unvny a battlt*(ield has been 
reddened by their IiIoinI. There were dilTerenees anumg some (»f them 
in the lievohititmary ]M*rio4l, a few remaining loyal to the mother 
country, and a few were also found in the ranks of the (confederates 
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in the Civil War ; but those were conscientious tn their attitude, as 
they viewed the struggle, and we honor them for tlieir lionesty of 
purpoHe, while as ijoldiers all were full of bravery and darinjj. Indeed, 
from their clniracteristic energy and push in other relations, the 
courage and enthnmaMni of the Lees in action can well be imagined. 
In connection with the rocent war, it is related of a raw recruit, who 
if he did not bear the name of L<>e, nn'Kht have done so, that in taking 
part in the attempt to storm one of the Vicksbur{< batteries, the ('on- 
federate lire wiiH so destructive that tin* Union ftu-ces recoiled ; but he 
did not see the backward moveujent and kept (;oinf< ahead until he 
came up to one of the ^uns, caught a gunner by . the coHar, and 
brtmght him within our lines saying, "'J^oys, why didn't you come on? 
Kvery fellow might have got one. " 

In uiilitivry us in civil life, their litness for responsible position luu^ 
been repeatedly recognised, and we frecpiently Und the name in the 
lists of olficers from Captjiin upward to (yolonel and General. 

Gen. KIrby Smith on the Confederate side was a descendant of 
the Connecticut J^ees, his grandmother having been Chloe l^ee, born 
in Kew Hritain. If we were considering the family in the broatlest 
sense instead of the John Lee branch alone, I suppose we might speak 
with no little contldence of the soUliers in the various wars from the 
Virginia line of Lees, of whom Gen. liobert E. Lee wiia the most 
distinguishecL 

Going back to the jire- Revolutionary period, Htephen Hart, father 
of our nuiteriuvl ancestor, took part in the Pecpiot war of H>:{7, under 
(Jai>tain John Mason. Daniel iie<! of Parmington was a comndssioned 
otllcer in the French war, leaving Farunngton, with his company, 
July 12, 1750. He wiis wounded in battle at 8t. John^s by a tonui- 
hawk thrown at him, taken prisoner by the Indians, and tortured to 
death in the most cruel manner. A fellow prisoner, who was in- 
tc'uded for t-lie next victim, but who hai)pily nuule his escape, was an 
eye witness of the fearful scene, and brought tidings of his death to 
his faudly at (ioshen, ('onn. The mime of Captain Sanuiel Lee 
apiMMirs frequently in the history of the town of Salisbury. He was 
prondnent in church and civil relations, and connuanded a company 
of iJglit Horse In the Uevolutioiuiry war. 

Then there wtuj Noali i^-e, who served all through the Revolu- 
tionary struggle, as a comnn'sHlohed ollicer, raising and e(pnpi>lng a 
company of Green Mountain boys at his own expense, acting for a tiuu? 
in concert with Colonel Htluin Allen, a nuin of remarkable efliciency 
lui a soldier and a leader. 

Hut as many of the records of nn'litary service are missing, it Inut 
been imiK)ssible to collect a full list of those who have served In the 
army from time to time. In some caseis Tnuuly traditions are con finned 
by the possession of heir-lotnns, which have been ju'eserved, such as 
guns, pistols, or sabres; but, beyond these, there are no absolute 
proofs.' The following Roll of Honor, h(»wever, which is likely to be 
increased, as further facts art> discovered, will show beyond cpu'stion 
that there is abundant groinid for claiming a nuirked patriotic si>irit 
as a characti'ristie family trait : 
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ROLI« 0» HONOR. 

Petiuot War, IC37, 1 

French War, 175l»-C3: 

L«<)8, ....... 14 

Othi^rnaiiieH (tleHCiMulaiitM of chui^hterH), 8 



— 17 



Six of these Lcch were born .in Faniiiiiifloii. 



60 



21 



Revolution, 1776 88: 

liPes, ....... 27 

Other nanieB, . 28 

Of tlieiic, Blxtccn I«ecs were biirn within the limits of ancient Farm- 
inirton, five of them on Main street. 

War of 1812-15: 

I^eeH, . . . . . . 19 

Native C^aumlltum in llritiHh service, (Jjet)8) 2 

Blexican War : 

One Ci»lonel tiled at Vera Oru/. in IH48, . 1 

One (Jolonel of New Orleann. I 

One, an artifeian or nnM'.liiinie in the Army, 1 

--3 
Civil War. 1861 -(;r»: 

Lees, Union Army, . .48 

Other nameM, . .40 

- 94 

In Confederate Army, - . . . H 

-102 

KilltNl, or nu>rtally wonntled, 16 

Dietl of (listiaMe, .... 9 

Wonmletl, ..... 10 

— 34 

(/Oiuttint; Mexit!(Ui War, total in theiie Wiirtt approxi unite, 19t> 

Not all of these are of the f iee name, but all are of the Lee b|oo^l. 
Hin'f^eons and ehaplains arti included. Certainly a cretlitable liHt. 

In the latter part Qf the hi^t century, Dr. Kbenezer Lee, a noted 
phynieian and a native of Farmint^ton, removed to' (^anada antl 
lH*came a HritiHli Mubjtict. A htr^e majority of IiIh descendantH are 
now (*.lti%en8 of the United Htaten, but tlume who are reMidents of the 
Dominion are tliMtin^uiHhed for loyalty to their lulopted cotnitry, and 
Me vera! of theiu are holtlin{< important poHitiouH of trust. 



in. MORAL AND RKLKHOUS. 

In intpiirini;, in the third and hu4t (ilaee, into the moral and reli- 
ICiouK traits of the family, we CM>uie to that which is thu^pest and most 
vital. Thiit they have, icenerally HptuikinK, been iipriKht in tdniracter, 
straiKbtfurward antl .honorable in their various relations, we have 
alremly seen. Now we unvy lulvantsu a step antl say that from the llrst 
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they have been eharactorized by a di^^) eoiiHcJentioiisneHH, by reyei*- 
euce foi* (io4l, by love u( justice, iiiicJ by h Mtroii^ iMume of chity. Our 
CatlM^rH were iiivii of profoiiiul con vietioim, their religion wjim a thjii^ 
of principle, and they were intensely loyal to tlie truth an they naw it. 
* No doubt HOiue of their viewH, judi^iHl by the uuire liberal nentiuientH 
and NttuidardH whieh now previiilf were unduly narrow and Hevere, but 
no ^reat reform lUMVenicnt t>f hinting; value hiiH ever been frec^ from 
more or leKM of extremt*H, and when we recall their moral eai'ueHtnesH, 
the threat prlncipleH to whieh tlu^y were devoted, and the tremend(»uH 
re»ult8 which, in Hpite of ail their HhorteomiuKH, they were in8truuii*n- 
tai in achieviuf? for lUl time, we can certaiidy alTord to be very charit- 
able in re^rard to thin^n whieh were nterely the incidents or excrcH- 
cenceH of character. 



Going back to oiu* ancestor, .J(»hn Lee, he was aH^ociatcd with good 
men, and all the influcnccH about him were of a nature to give a 
seriouM and earneitt trend to his th(»uglitH. It i.s upon record tluit he 
embraced the ('hriatian religion, connected himself with the church of 
which his father-in-law was one of the original ami leadiiig members 
and a deacon, presented his children in baiitism, and lived a consistent 
Christian life. His chil(1n*n were tntineil in the same way, and the 
records further show that for several generations, at lejist, in all 
branches of the descendants, connection with the church was connnon, 
that the observanc't^ of religious rites and iluties prevailed among 
them, and that they were respected and honored for their Christian 
and nuinly virtues. 

Their religious life has rather been deep and cpiiet than emotional 
and demonstrative, while their religious activities, if not always of 
the more conspicuous sort, have been none the less retd. The sann* 
pnu;tical bent of. mind ami njatter-of-fat^tness which have been noted 
of them in other relations, have characterized thiMu here. In scuue 
branches or subdivisions of the family more or less of religious apathy 
has prevailed, and in none, perhaps, has there been any excess 6f piety 
or /.eal ; but while the Spiritmd side of their nature might have been 
tgntul up.souu'what to advantage, which is by no means an e^vclusive 
peculiarity of this family,- gtuierally speaking the Lees have shown 
a profound respect for things religious, and have been a church-going 
and a church-supporting people. While they have been strmig In their 
prejudices, conservative in their tendencies, and ilrm in the nuiin- 
tenance of their opinions, they have at the same time been candid, 
open-minded to the truth, progressive in si)irit, with faces ever turned 
toward the rising sun, and they haveg(Mic»ratly lN*en found on the right 
side, in tlie great moral issues which have from tlnn» tt) time arisen. 



DKACONS. 

It is noteworthy how many have lieen eho.sen deacons and how l«>iig 
they have lieen e4>ntihned in olllce. Whether any of tli(>se qualities 
which, in deiuuuiM, sometimes render a ministerV life miserable have 
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Ihm*ii chiu'uetei'iiitic of tlieiii 1 am iinnble to Hiiy. l^roliiibly not, if tht^ 
iiiiiiiKtiti's have always bin^ii hi the ri|;lit ilh the dcavoti ivKanleil it! 

H|iur|<eoii tiayH, that if any one resists the devil, he will Uet; from 
hhii, while if a luiuittter re»ihtH a ileacoii he will lly at him. Thin in 
itiiquestioiiably true in the ease of Home deacouH, and under siuli rir , 
cumHtauoeH it in no doubt the part of wisdom for tlie uuuiKtcr to 
»ub8ide at oiii*ti. Jutit asi it wan with a certain traveler >vho met a piick* 
mule in a narrow }nLs» in the Uockies. He incfuired of the atteauhuit 
frontierHUian if the animal wan vicious. **0 no, " was the reply, ** he 
ain't vicious, but he*H a little versatile with his olf hind leif. '^ And the 
traveler climbed up the side of the canon. 1 do not know whether 
any of the Lee ileaeouH have been of this vermitile sort or not, althouij^h 
I can iuiai^riue that if one liiul a Htron^ convietlon upon any point it 
uiiKht be ej^eeedinifly dillloult to dislod|?e it. Htill, uiiun the whole, 1 
am inclined to think that they have nnule pi'etty tfood, serious minded, 
consititeut and couscienllous deiUHUis. 

Amou^ these numerous deacrous «>f the [Miat there have been some 
notatble instancies of (UiriMtiaii X(*al. One of these was Deiuson («harl(*s 
iAi*ti of Norwich, Conn. ( b. ntHi, <!. lS(»ii ) to whose remnirches, to|<ecli4?r 
with the indefatigable labors of his ilauKht<er after him, Miss 8arah 
Marsh hee who died in Feb. I8l>2, we are so lart^ely indebted for the 
tirst publication of our ^^uiealo^ieid records, lie was the founder of 
the pleasant viila|;e of Wiliinnuitic, Conn., and the pioneer manu- 
facturer in it. He led in all public improvements and wim warndy 
interested in all that pertained to the general i^mmI of society. As a 
business hnui, he was upright, methudic^U, cUtar-heiuled, and of excel- 
lent jud^meut. After the work of the day in superintending his lar^e 
business, he was rttiuly for every religious mei^tin^, in which he always 
took part, lie was very motive in ori^aniy.in^ a (JonKiv^ational churtrh 
in Willlnnintie, throwing all his i^nerf^ies into it. Hoon a coiiKi'^K^dJon 
was Ki^thered, a building was erected ui>on land which he donated and 
for which he i^ave a (generous subsirription. Two years of labor and 
self*s4tcrit)ce resulted in the establishment of a church of lU'ty mem- 
bf*rs, a nourishing Hunday m'IukiI, and a hir^e congregation, with 
himself for the iij*st dem^on. Aft«*rward he ^ave up his business there 
and moved to Norwich, where he died. Asa Ohristian, he was revered 
and honored iu all the churches with which he was at dilTerent times 
connected. 

CLKlUiYMKN. 

Of clergymen there have l»een a goodly launUu' in the fsimily. 
Home liave risen to distinction as preachers or evan^^i'lists, soiii«* have 
Inhmi authors, all have been faithful. Their preaehiii|c bus been prac 
tical, iind they have l>een tau'tfnl in thi^r <lealin^s with men, whether 
in public luUlress or in |M'rsonal relations, iuon< so at least in the for- 
mer, 1 suspect, than in the cast; of the youn^ divine at the West in 
aihlressinic a confCi'^K'^tit^n nf cowboys, taking the parable of the 
pro4li^al son for his theme. After present in>< a (graphic picture of the 
wandering away, the return, the warm reception by the father, and 
the killiuK of the fatted calf, he turned to one of the cowboy.s in front 
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ofhiiiianil Huicl: ''What would you hiwe done litul you btH*ii in t)ie 
father'« place?" "Wa\U," mM he, delibemtuly. "I think 1 tdiouUI 
have nhot the boy aiid raised tiie calf/' Aft«r uuch a rejoinder it yvim 
U8eU*8H to proceed. I am 8afe in bayinK that no one of the niuiie of 
Lee would have been ij:uilty of rltikinic ituch an appeal before such lui 
audience. 

One of the notable divhien of our name was Be v. Jonathan lj«*e, 
born in 1718 and grailuatiuK from Yale in 174^. In January, 1744, he 
accepted a call to a Himill church made up of eighteen faiuilieH in tlie 
little New En^^land town of Salitfbury, Conn., at a salai^' of i'4U per 
annum, or about 4f*^00, which wiim never iiicreatied above $22fi. Here 
lie remained for forty-four years, viz.: until his death. He wiui a man 
of uaKticity, of intellect mil power, and was fauious for Iuh knowledge 
of Latin. He was of commandiu)^ presence and pleasing address, and 
t lie church prospered under his cuire. In 1749 a new meeting house 
was erected, and as showing; the different sentiment which. then pre- 
vailed uiK>n the tempeninee ({uestion, the town had previously voted 
to procure sixteen gallons of rum, also eight bushels of wheat to be 
nuule into ciikes, for the raising. In 17(H' he preached the election 
sermon before the (Governor and (ieneral Court of the colony. He 
was married just before accepting his call, antl in the Aturrivan 
Monthly Mayazinc for July, 181)5, is to be found a copy of an addre<ss 
which he prepared aud gave at his wetlding. It is stately, very vM- 
gious, and includes reflections upon the oceiuiion, very giiKhing and 
complimentary words to his wife-elect, ndiearsing her virtues, an 
address to her parents, also to her brothers and sisters, mid closes with 
appri>priate exhortations. 

The log house parsonagti at Salisbury not being finished, for se ve- 
nd months they pioneered it, spending their iioneymoon hapjiily in 
the back end of a bliuikHinith shop. Unable to kee(i a horse, In* fre- 
quently trudged down to the mill at Lime Kock with his bag of grain 
on his biiok and drew his wood home on a hand sled. In bringing np 
his family of six sons and four daughters, he gave every other son an 
education aiid every other one a farm. To have accomplished all that 
uiM)n his meager sidary, he must have been a man of unuHind skill at 
financiering. His descendants may be said to be noted for the number 
among them who became clergymen, a considerable number of whom 
were Bpiscopalians. He died in 1788 and wim buried in the Halisbury 
• oemetery. His monument is a broad marble slab upon which is an 
appropriate inscription, together with a representation of himself in 
wig and gown in an old-fashioned pulpit, iireaching to his people- 
His life is pi*eaclilng still. 

Mention should be miule of Rev. Ohauncey Lee, his son, who 
graduated from Yale in 1774, studied law for a time, then gave it up, 
luul, entering upon a religious life, studied theology. He settled at 
Oolebrook, was a ready writer, a sound reasoner, an earnest speaker, 
a thorough scholar, dignified in his bearing, and eminent for lii.s 
social quidities. He wiw the author of a volume of ''Ut^'ivul Ser- 
mons" and other works, including school books, and also a composer 
of music. 
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AiiiouK uuiiiy otliurM wiio iiii^lit be ui(*iitiom*i1, ilid tiuu; lUM-iiiit, 
wan Ut^v. UamutU Let% bom in IvouHiiiKtou in ItiOS, about wham a 
word hhould l>e batd. ll(f K^'^uluatiul at Yale in 1827, then Htiulic'd 
thooloi^y. lie wan iioUnl for biH [iowim* of easy luid coiupaet exttnupo- 
raiieouti preachhi^c* Ah a coilhimiiumici* his HorvioeH wi're exteiinively 
sought after bi revival worlv. . Perhaps no pastor in New England did 
MO much work of tlu^ sort, and this was in addition to the eare of iiis 
own hir^e ehurchand |uins4i at New Iiiswich, N. H. Tliese labors were 
often attended with nuirketl HueeesN. It Is said that forty iiersons 
were once liopefully converted un<h*r a single senuon. Worn out 
with his incessant hibors, he finally retirecl from tlie aetive ministry, 
and ^ave himself mueh to writiuK- L*^>i* a time, he was a fretpient 
eoiitribntor to the periodical pn^ss aii<l to religious <[uarterlieH. 
Later, he published two volumes, one upon **KM'hatoloj<y," whteh 
was afterward used as a text bo<»k in Yale ('olle^e, tlie other upon 
''The Hible Ue^ainetl.*' He died in 1881. His dau^^hter, Harali Fiske 
Lee, who was an eflleient aid to her father in his literary work as an 
author, has also renderetl invaluable service in connection with the 
preparation of the (genealogical work about to be issued, e-ompilin^ 
the John and Htephen branches. iShe has been enthusiastic and 
p**rsevering in her elTorts. 

MISSIONAIilKK. 

A few have devoted themselves in missiiinary work and they should 
receive recoKiiition here, as still further exemplifying sonu^ of the 
characteristic traits of the family. Julia Lee married liev. Hubert I*. 
Hurrick and went out to tin; (iaboon Mission in West Africa under the 
American 13oard, whicli, by the way, was or^anixed at Farm.in^ton in 
1810. Uev. (iralmm Lee of Uock Island, III., is now a missionary in 
(yorea. He was a (graduate of the Mcl/ornnck TheoloKi^-Hl Henunary, 
( Pres. ) (Jhictvi^o. jjaura Kli/abeth Lee, wife of Rev. John R Sndth, 
1). 1)., went to Marsovan, Turkey, where she died during the seventies. 
He died a few months since. At last accounts the family was still 
there. Ht^v. l^ucius i>. Lee of Kenosha, AVis., oldest son of i^eonard 
LiH', after a successfid pastorate of a few years at Owosso, Mich., iw.- 
cepted an appiuntment umier the American Hoard to the Theological 
Heminary at Marash, Turkey, (»f which he is now President, and where 
he and his family and fellow laborers nobly stood at their iiosts Hn'ough 
the terrible ordeal of the recent nuissacre of Armenian (.'hristiiuis 
there, by which nearly a thousand, perished, their own lives being 
meanwhile iu Immineut peril, 

ukuuu)i;h iiKNuMi nations. 
As to the denondnational preferences v)f the tandly, the nuijority 
have been CouKre^ationalibts, Kpiscopalians coming; ne.\t. John Lee 
was a ('OiiKre^dionulitft, which Wiui the prevailiiiK denomination in 
early Ntnv KuKhuid, as it has been ever since. His ileseendants for a 
nuHd>er of i^eneratiouH were uiaitUy of the Hunie order. Later, as his 
posterity increased, went out from. the old home, spread over the land. 
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C4iiiJ(^ ill uoiittu*.! with other nUi^ioiiH biKlirs, or iiiurriinl into thoiii, 
th(*y L>eciiiiu' iM>iiiHH;t(Hl with various (loiioiiiiiiiLtioiis, so that now thoy 
an* to he foil nit in all the leading OhriHtian organ i /.at ioiib of the 
country.- Hardly a st'ct, in fact, can he named in which soiiie repre- 
sentative nniy not he found. 

SUM M A It V. 

Having now calhnl attention to some of th(> leading traits of the 
faiiilly, as they havt$ heeiiniaiii tested in their oecu]>atioJis ami various 
ivlationn and stationu in life, and as they have apiieared in tlie 
MketcheH given of reiweHentative charaeters, let us attempt hrielly to 
suunuarize them. Home, of course, have uumi tested more of these 
traitH, some less, and they have api>eared in greater or less degree in 
different onen. Still they have heeii sufllciently general, 1 thhdv, to 
warrant uH'iii Mpeaking of them as family chara<;teristic8. 

' As a wh<de, they have heen an eminently re«i)ectahlo people. 
Hardy, wiry and enduring, many have lived to an advanced age, 
some attainijig even to ninety years and uijwards. While not a few 
have entered jirofessional life, their chief occupation ha« he<»n 
InisinesH, in which they have heen industrious, painstaking, and 
generally succebsful. Especially have they heen noteil for their 
nianagerlal talent, and for their energy, iiiish and perseverance. In 
their dealings, thi^y have heun straightforward and honest. 

As citizeiiH, they havo heen peaceahle, law-ahlding, lovers and 
promoters of goikt order, and interested in the general welfare. 
lUaek sheep have been rare among them. They have heen intel- 
ligent, m^lf -respecting, fairly educated, and not a few have sought the 
advantages of college training in the best institutions. Though not 
given to office-seeking, they have been frecpiently sought out for 
IKisitlons of , trust, in these [lositions, they have discharged their 
reKiK>nsibt]itles with conscientious lidelity, and have shown theiii- 
selvt^s to l>e possessed of large elllclency and executive ability. They 
have been pre-eminently patriotic, responding promptly when tln*ir 
country hits called, and making a record for high siddierly (|iialities 
uii many a hattleffeld iii the wars of our history. l*oliticaily, they 
have mainly bi*en identiffed witli the liepublican party. 

Religiously tliey have been noted for the dejith and strength of 
their convictions, and for their persistency in them. With .some 
exceptions they have generally been church goers and a good propor- 
tion have been church members. Although as a class they have m>t 
l>een over-jealous, they have ever lM*eii lovers of justice and fair l»lay, 
and many of tlifiii individually have inn^i exeeptloiiaHy active and 
earnest, lidhh^ls have been few, and out-and-out oppimers of religion 
have been rare. Upon great moral (|uestioiis they have usually giv(*n 
forth no uncertain sound. 

In domestic life tliey Imve been warm in their affections tlumgh not 
unduly demonstrative, strong in their attiu'hments to kindretl and 
friends, and devoteil to their homes. They have also bet'ii .social, 
geiiiiil, and hospitable in their relations with others, luul while far 
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from Htern and pnritiiiiici in their ideas, tliey hiive been lens given to 
frivolitieM than many. No doubt tliey iiave indulged more or less in 
tht» bieycle cfiize with the rest of the world, but it would hardly seem 
in Iteeping with the tradittcmM and Hpirit of the fandly to find the 
** new woman ^' of the nu^re lulvancetl type, who would, among other 
things, abolitth the uttual disttnctionH of Hex in eoKtume, largely repre- 
Hented in the feminine portion of it. 

lii fauuly life their tjniver ha8 been full to an unuHual degree. 
There were nix chikirenin the family of John Lee, while the aggregate 
of children in the familien of tiie.se »ix wom forty-nine. The geneidogi- 
ciil records show that the Herrptnral injunetion to '* be fruitful and 
multii^ly and replenish the earth '^ has not Ihhmi disregarded by sue- 
ceeiling generations. 

In general it nmy be fiaid that lis a family they have dwelt upon a 
high table land in character, in natural ability, and in connm^ndiible 
qualities in nuuiy lines. If there have been few towering niimntain 
pmiks, there have also been correspondingly few depivssions and 
valleys. 



What shall we say in view of all this, what lessons nmy we draw, 
what iusiiirations may we gather? 

For one thing, it can hardly fail to leiul us to a Ix^tter understand- 
ing of ourselves and the deep currents of our own being. Streams of 
tendency have been tlowing down through the generations, and these 
at huigth, in greater or K*ss degree auil with more or less of modifi- 
cation, have appeared in our nature. Huch a review is e4dculated to 
throw light upon them, to show where they have come from, and to 
help to explain them. Hut such a study is important idso because of 
its relation to the most intelligent training of our children. The in- 
lluence of ancestry ni»on the living is freely lu^knowlegeil by n<uLrly all 
great educators and religious teiu;liers. The virtues and vi<;es of those 
who have lived in other flays alt'ect those who come after theiu. So 
that the edue4ition of chiUlren may really Ihi said to begin with their 
fonifathem. 

Again, we will, I am sure, hencefcu'th be conscious of a new thrill 
of intt'rest in whatever iM*rtains to the history of the family— a kind of 
Uulf Strimm to us in the great ocean of hunuinity about us; in the 
forthcoming work of our genealogy, a subject which ought to have, 
and doubtless will, a deeper significance than ever before; in future 
re-unions, which should come oftener and 1k^ looked forward to with 
something of the enthusiasm of the ancient Israelites ar tln»y nuide 
their periodical pilgrinmges to the Holy l*ity; and in cuHtvatIng the 
personal acquaintanc4; of one ami all who sustain to us thesi* relations 
of kinship, near or remote. For myself 1 can truthfully say that as 1 
have pursued these investigations, my respect for the family has 
stemlily Increiu^ed. 1 have come to feel a real pride in its r(HH>rd, and 
iilso to feel that the stock is a goiKl one from which to be desi'ended. 

Hut, especially, shouUI such a review as this be of value in the rich 
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herita^^e it (liHeloseH— ritsluM* fur than any inia^iiiary En^liHli fortune 
wliich in i>ui>ularly suppoHc'il to be awaitiiiy; most American familieM 
ui>on the presentation of adecpnite proof to whieli we are heirs, if 
we will bnt avail ourselves of it; in the mental and moral traits 
which our ancestors possessed, the tendeiK'Jes to wliieli oi»erate 
deeply within our own natures; in the |iure and lofty |u*ineiples 
which they esiHiUsed at the t)e^innin«^, and to which their d<\sex4indants 
have with greater or less zeal been tlevotetl ; in the whoK'some 
example whicli iuvi been set for our emulation, in the results whicb 
they have achieved, the institutions which tliey Inive heliied to 
estalilish, auid into the beneiits of which Ave have entereil ; aliove all 
in the liit»:li qualities of character which they have displayed, in their 
Indoinltabie enerKyt in their earnc^st spirit, in their consecration to 
exalted endti, so that all aloiiic tlie pa^^es of our history there are 
^lowin}^ mampleH of exalted character and of Uves well spent. 

What Hhijill we do with this heritage? iShall it be as nothini^r to us, 
or shall we not, rather, lay hold of it and utilize it for highest ehds, 
goin*; forward in life with a new and augmented self-respect in 
consequence of.it, (puckened in all our noblest impulsi-snnd aims, and 
then, recognizing our responsibility, hand it down uniuipainil u> 
those who come after us? Kor my own part, in regard to tliis latter, 
it Is my deep desire that my little bi>y, with the blood of the Puritans 
frf>m his father^s side, and of the Pilgrims from his mother's, flowing 
in his veins, nuiy, tui he grows nii, know these facts of his ancestry on 
both sides, go forwartl umler their inspiration, and be ani united by 
similar lofty aims in everything pertaining to a noble nninhooil antl 
a useful life. 

It in said that the pious Swiss herdsman of the Alps, when the sun 
in gone not of sight, takes his Alpine horn and shouts through it 
aloud, *^ Praise ye the Lortl." Then a brother herdsnntn on some 
distiuit slope takes up the «H;ho, ** Praise ye th(^ Lord. " Soon another 
answers still higher up in the mountains, till hill shouts to hill and 
peak to peak, the snblinu* anthem of praise to (iod. So, let n.^, dear 
kindred and fri(>ndH, cherish ami keep sacred the nuMuory of our an- 
ce>itors, consecrate ourselvs^s t<» the mune great principles and lofty 
aims whicli inspired their livtw, be lUled with the samehopdid, praiH<»- 
fnl spirit, ahd then seek to live such earnest, sweet and fruitful lives, 
that those who snccnuMl us nnty e^itch our spirit, and (»thers still catch 
theirs in turn, this in ever renewed succession down the generations, 
until a universal anthi^m shall ascend on high to join the Hallelujah 
chorus of the redeeme<l in everlasting praises '' to Ilim that sitteth 
upon the throne, the chief among ten thousand and thousands of 
thoiiMUids.^' 



This paper, though more lengthy than those preceding it, was 
listened to with profound attention, and called lorih many (latter- 
ing connnents at its close. 
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CLOSING SESSION. 

From 12:30 to 1:30 another social hour was enjoyed, while all 
partook of a generous collation. 

On re-assembling in the hall, the exercises were opened by all 
joining in Auiti Lii//j^ -V)'//r, which was rendered with a hearty 
good will and which everyone appreciated. 

Resolutions were then offered by Prof. II. C. King, and 
unanimously adopted with a cheer, expressing thanks to the 
people of Farmington for the hearty proffer of the use of their 
town hall, which made possible the holding of our re-union at the 
ancestral home, and the kind greeting generally received. 

Also thanking those wiio had prepared papers for the occasion, 
and slating that the representatives of the Farmington Lees 
present desired to particularly recognize the untiring and enthusi- 
astic research among ohl' records of William Wallace Lee, 
I^eonard Lee and Miss Sarah Fiske Lee. 

William Wallace Lee now stepped to the front, holding in his 
hand what proved to be the diploma of Seth Lee, granted by 
Yale College, which had been in his possession several years. It 
was written in Latin on parchment, with seal attached, and dated 
Septejnber 22, 1759, signed by **Thomas Clap, Prest." and others 
of the faculty. 

Mr. Lee wanted to present it to a younger Lee as a hereditary 
relic, to be perpetuated in the family, and had chosen Miss Ella 
E. Lee as the recipient, she being the great granddaughter of 
Deacon Seth. Her heartfelt thanks were expressed in a few 
well chosen words gracefully delivered. She had brought from 
her home and exhibited several relics, but this she prized more 
than all others. Among the relics exliibited was a gold ring, pre- 
sented to the graduate by his class, when a tutor in the college in 
later years. Other family relics were also exhibited more than 
125 years old. 



Am-id all the sociability, the time arrived when separation 
became necessary. The several sessions had not been a monot- 
onous roimd of business and literary exercises, but frequent 
intervals had been devoted to cultivating a better acquaintance 
among the newly- found friends and kindred, which were well 
improved. So full of enjoyment had the meeting been that it 
was unanimously voted a sz/cicsSf and the feeling was freely 
expressed that the century might be; rounded out by another re- 
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union, and that the proceedings of the meeting and papers read 
might be published in aj»propriate form for circulation. One 
more song, remained to be sung, and all joined in. 

THE PAKTlNii. 

( yVmr- liONNIK DUON. ) 
I. 
Adieli, a h«*iirt-warui, fondiulieu, 

Ye kiiuli'tHl of one cohuiiou ti(*, 
Ye fuvoivd onen, ye liai>py few, 

WhoVe met anil siuired oiir hottial joy; 
Thu thiie has. come for us to part 

And ejurli puivsue a Heparate pa*. 
Wi'th kindling eye and kindly lieart 

WeMl think of eacli when far awa\ 

2. 
WeVo met and 8hnn*d a happy hour, 

In Hoeial joy, connu union sweet ; 
i)f iMmnium ties we know tlu^ power. 

Have felt ejieh lieairt responsive heat ; 
And though wt* part to uu'et no m<ire, 

As heiv we. are assendiled a*, 
Wo hotN* to meet on yon l>riglit shon\ 

That Hhiidn^C'Kboi'e so Uir awa\ 

:j. 

May virtue, hannony and love 

In earJi one's life e\*r brighter sljine, 
Heneath tir all-seeing eye above - 

The glorious arehite<!t divine ; 
So may Ave keep the rule of riglit. 

And, j»:uided by (iod's holy law, 
He led inito that world of liKht, 

Where dwell our sires so far awa\ 

4. 
And nuiy the new friends we have nuule 

Urow fonder ivs the years shall roll, 
And lie throuKh all life's sun and shiule, 

A tiource of pleasure to eaeh soul ; 
One fond reipiest, we make it here, 

Whenever ye {diAH icatht^r h\ 
A kimUy thouf^ht, pi^rhaps a tear. 

Fur all the kintlred far awa\ 

W. W. 1.. 

The piece was sung with much feeling, the last echo diitl 
away, and with much hamishaking and many good wishes the 
company slowly separated, and the Lee re-union of iStjO was an 
event of the past. 
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Mrs. William H. Lee of Hartford, who had been detained at 
the hotel by indisposition, received a few friends after the 
adjournment, and the last lingering visitor retired. 

The following paper, prepared by Julius Gay, Ksq., by invita- 
tion, for reasons for which he was in no way responsible, was not 
delivered at the re-union, but he has kindly furnished it for pub- 
lication. 

Mr. Gay is a native of Fannington, as were his ancestors for 
several generations before him. No one is better acquainted with 
the history of the town, either ancient or modern, than himself.. 
He is the acknowledged antiquarian of the county. He will 
please accept thanks of the Lee kindred for his valuable contri- 
bution. 

LadUa and (Jcntlcmcn : - 

A fuw diiy8 uKo, 1 had the honor of tin invitation to co-operate 
with otiier townHUien in extending a woni of wek'onie to your anso- 
ciution, aHHenibled from nnmy hindK to viHit the honit^ of your fore- 
fatlutrn. With the bhort time 1 havo had for preparation, and in the 
few minutes 1 nhall venture to detain you, I Hhall coritine niynelf to a 
lirief a4)count of the loeation of the houses in whieli they were born, 
spent their useful lives, and in the fulliiess of time were carried one 
l>y one to the old cemetery whlcii yon have tU'M day visited. 

In January l(»r»8, when this village Iiad iH^en settled tliirteen years, 
John l.ee retsortls four acres of land with a d welling himse. This he 
had purchased of Joseph Kello^^, who lK>u^ht it of John Andrews, 
and heof Tliomas Upson,- trausiu-tioiis whlcii sliow a tfreai activity in 
real estate sales in tliose ejirly times. Once, however, in the possession 
4»f the Lees, it remained in the family for three ij^enerations. I)c»ctor 
Kbenexer I^ee, grandson of John, sold it in 1767 to Seth Lee, succes- 
sively a tutor in Yale (Jolle^e, a preiwther and a tavern-keeper on the 
ol(l homesteiul. lie sold it in 17tlC to J(»hn and ('hauncey DenduK, 
and then removed to Ludlow, Vermont. J> presume you are all 
aware that the brick school house buildini^ of Miss Porter occupies 
the site of the house of Joint Lee and of the tavern of his great 
grandson Heth. If you desire to identify any of the present buildings 
as iNM'ts of the original tavt*rn, you may compare the advertisement 
of Htith Lee in the Conneaficnf ihntrant, wliich descrHies a ** house two 
stories high, 40 feet by 20, and a kitchen, 2M by 90 fet*t.'' 

Thomas l^^e, s(»n of Th<Huas ami grandson of John, was born 
l)ecend>er 17, 1717, and lived in a house on the south side of the road 
to Union ville, not far from the i'atholic church, tiescribed juj near the 
North Meadow (iate. It was sold by Miles Lee on the decea.si; of his 
father in 1«(»7. A tin shop stood on this land two years before. The 
site is now occupitHl by a new house, recently piu'chased by .John 
I). Uourke. 

Thonuis Lee, s<m of Knsign Joseph, ownetl, and probably built. 
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bt*twe«'ii tliu yoarH 171il aiiti ITU'i, the lioimo ilfty roilu Huiitli of t\nt 
UKH'tiii^ lioiise, on tilt* i»ii.sti*rly niili* of tliti stiv«*t, known to our 
^riind fathers ilm t\w. Littit* lia4*k Jj^ine. It in now <>wn<*d by Jolin 
Hnuly, uiiil formerly by Helali Porter iukI Iuh son, John C Porter. 
You will etuuly recognize it an u saiull i^auibrel roofed houstef just 
ttouth of the large gaiubrel roofed house built by Timothy Pitkin, 
K8t|., and now owneil by Dr. (Harrington. 

Matthew J^ee, who taught the South District School in the winters 
of 1707 anil 17'J8, and died April 27, 1840, at the age of seventy-si. \, 
owned u house on the west side of the Main street, somewhat south 
of his school house, and, as the record says, one and one-(iuarter 
miles south of the meeting house, having land of Joseph Langdon to 
the m>rth, and of Moses Hills to the south. 

(/apt. lle/ekiah I^ee liveil in a house innuediately north of that of 
his grantlfather, John, lie sohl it in 1761 to John Hart, Jr., bt.*fore he 
removed to IJtehlleld and Uoslien. 

Tlie foregoing are all the h>e4ilities which in a hurried search i have 
l>een able to identify tu) of interest to you as the homes of your an- 
cestors. Mend>ers of the family early in its history removed to Herlin, 
Kensingttm, Litchfield, iioshen and all easily accessible towns. At 
the close of the Revidutionary war tin* more noted e.xodus ti) Vermont, 
ami a little later, another to the far west, now central ^ew York, 
lured away pretty much all the rest of the family, until now 1 believe 
there is no descendant of your family by the name of Lee in this 
village. 

J have spoken only of plaices. Of men, your frecpieiit gatherings 
and much research, must have made known about idl that we can 
expect ever to learn. JSevertheless when we see thou.samls evc»ry year, 
guide books in hand, swarming over Kurope to visit some noted shrine, 
surely you may properly feel some interest in the places where your 
ancestors lived ami died. Nor among tin* localities deserving your 
re-gard must we forget the place where, in three successive saiictuari«*s 
they worshipped, hi lOO^i John Lee and Deacon Hull were appointed 
a c^>mmittee to repair the meeting-house, and in UVJ7 Thonms Lee with 
four otlua-s were voted '* liberty to build them a seat over the short 
girt at the ettsterly end of tbe gallery on the conditions that they do 
not damnify the other seats in the meeting-house." And last of ail 
you will not fail to visit that most interesting place of idl, the old 
burying grouuil where nmny generations of your family Avere laid to 
rest. Here more than two centuries ago was idticed by the pious 
regard of his children a hundile slab nmrking the grave of your an- 
cestor John Lee and inscribt^d H, H. piSiO, llxing the date of his death as 
October 8th, ICUO, not August as ft is sometimes ivad. It was the 
fourth stom^ in age in the burning ground and much valued by all 
who venerated the past. Would it not be a litting act for this asso- 
ciation tonistore it toils former place the «tone which for two centuries 
nntrked the resting place of your venerable ancestor? * 



*Tli«'oUl relic was carried to New Hriiaiii. In 1M'>5 il wus furiii.slifd with a sub- 
Klantial base b.v J a iiu*m T. Lt v and I«i*oiiard T4«'i* and rusturcd to a plaiv besiik* (lie 
luoiiuiueiit, after aii abtteiice of 18 years. L. L. 
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LUTTEUS FKOM ABSlCN'l KES. 

Wo ai>pLMKl a few extracts from letters received from various 
parts of tlie country as specimens of several hundreds. I'Y'W 
were the exceptions in which words of encouragenu^nt were not 
exprosscni, and regrets tiiat circumstances would prevent their 
mingling with the kindred whom they had never met. 

Klmihir.st, III., June 7, IHOfi. 

My iittendauee will be lniiM»ssible on iicctiunt of uge and inlinui- 
tioti. 1 hope there will he a large gathering on an o(;('asiun tat inter- 
entiiig to the widely scattered ntenibers of our family. 

(84 yeai-Hold.) . Olivkk H. iilCK. 

WatkoiU), Ontario. July 3, KSUC. 
1 regret tluit circunistanreH will not ]ierniit my attendance al the 
Lee re-union at Fariuiugtou, but 1 heartily wi.sli you a happy gather- 
ing which may tend to a better aiMiuaintance. Tuaudkus l>. fiiCK 

SroKANK, Wash., June M, IHOti. 
it will be impoHHible to attend, as it will be my bufc«iest heason of 
the year* (.mining engineer,) but Huccess to your euterprise. 

ClUCriTKU P. Lkk. 

Mauash, Turkky, (Asia,) June 20, l8iM;. 

In response to your kind invitation to ji)in the Ji«**» family re- 
union, and alHo to impiiriett, 1 woultl Hay that I do not know whether 
tJiere are other J^ees in the mission Ueld or not. 1 fear tht' 1ah*s have 
not been ho proUUc in this line as in some others. 

Tluv object of ndssions is not only to educate and Christiani/.e, but 
to civilize, and retiulres some HacriMce to etrect the result. Turkish 
nntssa(;rcs nniy retard, but cannot hmg bhick the wheels of progress. 

It nniy be thought the life of a ndssionary is monotonous, but 
wluMi 1 mention that during my residence here of sixttHiU years I have 
been shipwrecked, eartluiuaked, nnissacrtHl and nuirried, you will 
perc«»ive that life in Turkey is n<»t wanting in variety. 

The distance between us will, of course, preclude the idea i>f 
attending the Lee ]*e-union, but you will ]>lease present to the kin- 
dred my congratuhitions tliat they are so highly favored in their 
social rehitions. Could the occasion have been deferred till I8ii8, I 
might have been able to join you. My wife, daughter of Kev. ('yrus 
ilandin, thirty-live years a missionary in (Constantinople, joins nie in 
kind wislies. Very sinctMvIy yours, 

(Kev.) LirciUH (). Lkk. 

Kev. Mr. Lee and family were present at the Turkish mas- 
sacre at Marash, Novend)er 19 and 20, 1H95, and also at Con- 
stantinople in August following. 

' POPLAU, ()., June 10, 180(i. 

I am proud to know that an ancestral record has been kept, and 
would like to be at the re-union but cannot. 

( Miss) Abuik Ogukn. 
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ilAKUoiiNK, Kiig., July a, lbU6. 
Would (fliMlly be pii^seiit, if uhlo, but lUnihtful if 1 can iii'i'aui;e it. 
A Jui4ipy gatliei'int; in t\m vvi^Ji of Your» truly, 

(l)r.)F. U. L. Stuatuy. 

MAIlSHAliLTOWN, la., Jllly 16, l8tKH. 
f anL8t»rry to 8ay that It will bf impossible to b« pivseut at tlu* 
Lee re-union, but i know it will be an enjoy alUe time. 

John P. Woodmuiiy. 

JiOS Anuulks, Oal., June \'\ 18mi. 
I am greatly interested in the re-union, and if buKine^s hIiouUI take 
me iiiisi of the Uoeky MountaiuH, 1 wilPsurely attend. 

11. O. CobbrNH. 
DeHcendunt of Mary i^ee UiMon. 

.PrrT>SFiKLi), MiuiH., May 25, 1890. 
My plan8 for the Mumnier have been already arranged ami it HeeniH 
impractieable to change them. He assured I nhall be with you in 
Hpirit. (Misis) Maria M. Lkk. 

Wyck, Iowa, July I, 18J)<;. 
Nothing would pleaue me more than to be present, but distiinee, 
ill-health and. home cares will preveiit. ( Uev. ) 8AMUKL W. Lkk. 

1j(>N1>on, Out, July il^ 181IG. 
My lienltli will not permit, lie acMured of my hearty Hymi>athy. 

( Mrs. ) Hauau K(>ot». 

Stuaut, Florida, July U, IHiMJ. 
It would alTord me great pleasure to attend the re-union, but the 
probabilities are against me. A happy greeting to all who asneuible. 

<). O. Poi»i»LKTON. 

Orangk, Oal, June 18, 1896 
It would be pleasant to attend the re-union, but the distance will 
prevent. A joyful time to all is the wish of 

( Mrs ) FiiORKNCK 8. Wklls. 

Lkwis, Kssex Co., N. Y.. July 11, 181)0 
1 am heartily in sympathy with the idea of are-union, and it would 
alTord me thegreate.st pleasure of my life to attend and visit the home 
of my grantlfather, but 1 fear it will l>e impossible. A happy thiio 
t4» nil. ( Mi44S) Hylvia H. Lkr. 

fitnuiddaughter of l>eai)on 8oth Lee. 

PORTURVILLR, Cab, June 10, 1896. 
It will be very gratifying to hundreds of our kindred for nnuiy 
years. The gathering of ^81 was an enjoyable occasion, but inllrmi- 
ties and distaiu'.e will not permit me to efijoy another such time. 

(Mrs.) Hiram Mailky. 
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Tacoma, Wash., July 6, 1896. 
It would be the enjoyable occasion of my life to attend the re- 
union, but the distance in Un> threat. 1 can never (or^^et my visit to 
the grave of John Lee, April last, escorted by yourself and Leonard 
Lee. Many thanks for the courtesy. Hbrukrt M. Lkk. 

Aluany, Texas, June 29, 189C. 
Would be happy to attend, but health will not permit. A happy 
time to all. Lkwih JL Lbk. 

Maiitinkz, Cal., June 7, 1896. 
Shall be happy to attend if iKtssible, but tho distance is great. A 
happy re-union to all. C Kev. ) IIamij^ton Lkk. 

Chicago, HI., June 29, ld9G. 
W*>uld be very happy to meet you all iigaiu, but, — very busy- 
dollars few-- the uiiles are numy and vn-t/ tony. A jolly time to the 
crowds. CiiAULKS K. Lkk. 

Skaton, 111., July I, 1890. 
I would be pletuted to l»e present but fear it will be impossible. 
May it be a happy reunion. ( Mrs. ) Kannik Lkk Caukkn. 

McMiMNViLLK, Ore., June 4, 181)0. 
It would allord me the greatest i>leasure, but distance foH>ids. 

(Mrs.) Julia John.son 

Pout Royal, Ont., June 10, 1890. 
1 am 81 years old, and smart iu4 can be expectml at this age, but it 
will bt5 impriu'.ticable to attempt the journey. A happy success is 
the wish of Yours truly, (Mrs. ) Ai>klia Bkaupuk. 

Bl'llINQFlKLD, Out., June 28, 1890. 
I will encourage others to attend, but infirmities will prevent my 
own attendance. Simkon L. Huyninu. 

LoiJisviLLK, Ky., July 10, 1890. 
It would give me the greatest pleiutun* of my life to l>e with you 
but it will be impossible. WiLLiAM P. Lkk. 

I remember with pleasure the gathering of 1884, but the burden of 
80 years rests u|Hm me and the jourm^y is too much to attempt, but 
(iod bless the reunion. William Lkk. 

Marysville, O. 

^ Nakuvillk, Tenn., July 17, 1890. 

I regret that I ciuuiot attend the LtH* n*-%iiiiou on the 12th and 
18th of August, for 1 would dearly love to visit the old family luune. 
I am a (yanadian girl visiting friends iu this city, and 1 would like to 
know more of our American cousins, for I am deeply interested in 
family history. Very sincerely, (Miss)PiiKUK Lkk. 

Ohhkosh, Wis., July 20, 1S90. 
It would afforti me great pleasure to attend the Lee family re- 
union, but my health will not perndt. Ih^ assured, however, that I 
shall be with you hi spirit. ( Mrs. ) Ann i\ HowKN. 
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JaiiioH T. Li*t», Nuw Hritiiiii, (>oiiii. 
fili-H. JaiiieH T. Lee, 

New Hritain, Oonii. 
Mibs Theresii Lim*, 

New Hritain, (Jonii. 
MiHH SiirUl) FiHke ]^e<', 

New limwicli, N. 11. 
HukIi H. Oki^oihI, Niii'wit'Ii, (/onii. 
Mrs. Mary li. l^ee Osk^>oiI, 

Ni)rwieli, (Joiiii. 
Mrs. lifary Lee Anderson, 

(M)ica^^o, in. 
Wni. Wallaex* Lee, Meridian, ('onu. 
MrH. Wni. Wallace Jiee, 

Meriden, (.>onn. 
Mr8. Jeiinette T. (,U>e, 

Winsted, ('unn. 
L(*onard Lee, KenoMha, Wis. 
Mrs. Mary E. S. DeWint, 

llenipsteiul, L. I. 
Mrs. Kniily K. O. Lch*, 

Houthin^ton, ('onn. 
Wni. K. Clciodwill, 

Houthin^ton, CJonn. 
Mrs. Anna Loe Hood will, 

Houthington, Conn. 
Mrs. Finette Lee (iook, 

New Haven, (>onn. 
Mrs. Francis Lee, (^'linton, Iowa. 
Mrs. Lillian Lee Allen, 

Clinton, Iowa. 
Mrs. (feor{<4? Lee Spur, 

New Hritain, (Uinn. 
Andrew J. Lee, Forestville, (.'onn. 
Mrs. Andrew J. Lee, 

Forestville, Conn. 
Mrs. Huldah Lee, 

Farniin^ton, ('onn. 
.Wni. K. Wood, 

New Hartford, Conn. 
Lee 8. Dickinson, 

]irid|?e water. Conn. 
Mls8 Emily T. Wilcox, 

Meriden, (/oun. 
IrviiiK H. Lee, New York, N. Y. 
Mrs. Henry Ha^e, Herlin, ('onn. 
(Jliester 1*. Loiiiiiis, (irunby, ('onn. 
James Farnham, Hristol, ('oiiii. 
Miss Alice K. Hroiison, 

Hartford, ('onn. 
Alexander 8. Harrison, 

Hartford, (.'onn. 



Uev. Fraidt T. Lee, Chicago, 111. 

Mrs. Frank T. Lee, 

Harold il JiCe^ (U years old,) 

('liicai^o, 111. 
Mrs. Harriet J. Taylor, 

(Tlastonbiiry, (^'tmii. 
Wm. K. Lee, llt^hron, Conn. 
Mrs. Marvin A. Dean, 

Kviiiiston, ]11. 
Franets Dean, (7 years old,; 

Kvaiiston, HI. 
Henry H. Dickinson, 

Uoxbnry, ('onn. 
Frederick H. I-.ee, 

Hoiithin^'ton, ('onn. 
Mrs. Wm. H. Lee, Hartford, (Jonn. 
Frederick T. (iladdiiiK, 

Danbnry, Conn. 
Prof. Henry ('. KiiiK, 

()berlin, Ohio. 
Heiijamiu F. WiKllt'">i^l^ 

Hrihtol, (.)oiin. 
Mrs. Henjainin F. WiKlitman, 

Hristol, ('onn. 
Mrs. Martha A. Hradley, 

Hristol, ('onn. 
Kdwin K. 8mith, Meriden, (/onn. 
Mrs. Jeiinii? Lee Smith, 

Meriden, ('onn. 
Miss Klla K. Lee, Lewis, N. Y. 
Miss Jennie S. i..ee, Hristol, hid. 
Stjnier Lee, r89,) liristol, Ind. 
William I'auhiian. Hristol, ('onn. 
Mrs. William Paiilman, 

Hristol, Conn. 
Airs. Kate Lee Stevens, 

Monticomery, Ala. 
Mis8 Kittle 8. J)avidson, 

MontK*>iiiory, Ala. 
(ileorj^e C. Lee*, Albany, N. Y. 
Mrs. .lulia Finley, 

New Hritain, Conn. 
Major Kdwin Lee Heiitji, 

Hrantford, Ontario. 
Mrs. Klvim Lee Fcdan, 

NfW York, NY. 
Miss Florence K. Folaii, 

New York, N. Y. 
John K. (\)wles, 

FarmiiiKtoii, Conn. 
Mrs. Alexanders. Harrison, 

Hartford, ('onn. 
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Stepheu P. Engelke, 

West Hartford, Conn. 
Geor^ H. Lee, Bridgeport, (Jonn. 
MrH. (ieorge U. Lee, 

Bridgeport, Conn. 
Col. J. A. L. Strathy, 

Montreal, Ontario. 
Wni. Wallace Muzz v.. Bri8tol,0onn. 



Br 



iz2y, 
liMtol, 



Conn. 



Mrs. Wui. Wallace MuMy, 

Wilbur E. Lee, 

Canibridgeport, MasB. 
Mrs. Lucy Lee Seymour, 

BriHtol, Conn. 
Mr». Lillian Lee S. Wilcox, 

Watwbury, Conn. 
Miss Susan A. Peck, 

Plainville, Conn. 
Miss Civrrie I)e Merritt, 

Plainville, Conn. 
Mrs. Edwin De Merritt, 

Plainville, Conn. 
John U. Bryning, 

Niagara Falls, Ontario. 
Mrs. Elizabeth Lee Farnhani, 

Bristol, Conn, 
Arthur Farnhani, ** ** 

Kev. Joseph L. Wood, 

Nepaug, Conn, 
('harles E. Wood, Bristol, Conn. 
Mrs. Charles E. Wood, 

Bristol, Conn. 
Samuel Wood, Bristol, Conn. 
Mrs. Daisy Fin ley, 

New Britain, Conn. 
George S. Lee,t Hawthorne, N. J. 
Mrs. Kebeecii Lee Shapleigh, 

Salem, Mass. 
Frederick Yeonmus, Bristol, Conn. 
Mrs. Frederick Yeoiuans, 

liristol. Conn. 
Mrs. Etta H. Lee, 

Bridgei>ort, Conn. 



George L. Clark, 

Farmington, Conn. 
Rev. Dr. Backus, 

Farmington, Conn. 
Mrs. Edgar E. Call, 

Pine Meadow, Conn. 
Mrs. Saumel E. Case, 

Pine Meadow, Conn. 
Misa Maritt M. l\>rter, 

Farmington, Conn. 
Lorenzo P. Lee, 

New Britain, Conn. 
Mrs. Lorenzo P. Lee, 

New Britain, Conn. 
Robert P. Keep, Norwich, Conn. 
Miss Cora J. Hopkins, 

Bristol, Conn. 
Mrs. Hannah Lee Flagler, 

New York, N. Y. 
Wm. E Wood, 

New Hartford, Conn. 
Mrs. Harriet H. Engelke, 

New Hartford, Conn. 
Miss Christina Engelke, 

New Hartford, Conn. 
Miss Ellen H. Harrison, 

Hartfonl, Conn. 
Mrs. Martha Lee Haskins, 

Water bury, Coun. 
Charles R. Newton. 

Middlebury, Conn. 
Mrs. Katie Hotchkiss. 

Farmington, Conn. 
Miss Nellie Hotchkiss, 

Farmington, Conn. 
Mrs. Maria A. Lee Wight man, 

Bristol, Conn. 
Frank A. Bbwe, Forestville, Conn. 
Albert T. Bishop, 

South ington. Conn. 
Mrs. Albert T. Bishop, 

South ington, Conn. 
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Wc append a partial list of those who expressed their interest 
in the re-union by letter, response to circulars or otherwise, 
although unable to attend. It includes none of those who were 
present. The list also shows how widely scattered are our 
kindred. 

Included in this list are the names of several who had expressd 
their intention to be present, but were unexpectedly detained 
from various causes, almost at the last day. Among these may 
be named Judge William G. Sterling and party, and Miss Mary 
A. Allen and friends, of Northampton, Mass. ; R. L. h. Hart and 
Miss Mary L. Hart of Barkhamsted ; Frederick J. Lee and wife, 
Howell, Mich,; J. W. N. Lee and family, Duplex, Tenn.; Wil- 
liam C. Lee and others, of Louisville, Ky. ; Mrs. H. C. Davidsou, 
Montgomery, Ala. ; Prof. Thomas G. Lee, Minneapolis, Mmu., 
and others, from whom letters were afterwards received. 



LewiH H« Lee, Albany, Texip«. 
Herbert M. Lee, Tacouia, Wa^h. 
Mr8. Hiram Bailey, 

Porterville, (Uil. 
MiKH Hylvia S. Lee. Lewis, 14. Y. 
Mrs. Florence fcj. Well.s, 

Orani^e, Cal 
(). O. Poppleton, Htuart, IMa. 
MrH. 8arah Roots, London, Out. 
Itev. Samuel W. Lee, Wy<!k, Iowa. 
MiHH Maria M. Lee, 

PittNfield, MiiSH. 
H. () <!ollin8i LoH Aiigelett, i;al. 
John P. WooUbury» 

MarHhalltown, Iowa. 
Dr. F. it. L «tratliy, 

llarborue, Bug. 
OheHter F. Lee, Spokane. Wasli. 
MIsM Abbie Otfilen. Poplar, Oliio. 
Thadileus 1) J^ee, Watfi»rd. Out. 
Uev. Luuiutf (). Lee, 

Maranh, Turkey, Asia. 
Oliver H. Lee, liihuhurHt, III. 
Frank Lee, Ohi(*.aKo, III. 
Thouuis M. WellH. 

Negaunee. Mic;h. 
Arthur L. I^e, Allegheny. Penn. 
MrH. KUen Jennin{?8, 

Belleville, N. Y. 
Mr8. J. A. jA>hu8on, 

KaiHiaH City. Mi>. 
Mrs. Olivia A. Judtl. AHhlancLWiH. 
Henry Lee, Bridgeport, ('onn. 
William C. Judd. ABliland, Wi.s. 
Mrs. Kstelle Smith, H(»well, Mich. 
Jobu SV Lee, NileHtowii, Out. 
OharloH K. Lee. iiin^hanitcm, N.Y. 
Oapt. Benj. F. Lee. Kent, Ohio. 
Mrs. Mary A. AndruH, 

Southint(ton, Conn. 



Mrs. N. Smith Lee, Oneida, N. Y. 
MrB. Julia F. Pync-lion, 

Kvannton, 111. 
Mrs. Kniily Bolt. Kent, Conn. 
ThonniH Welch, Blni^haniton, N.Y. 
ilerbert M. Lee, Kansas (Jity, Mo. 
Mrb. il U.Stcme. 

Bull's Bridge, Conn 
Mrs. Lucy A. W(»c»ster, 

Union (Jenter, N. Y. 
Mrs. Khoda J- Lee Adams, 

Union Center. N. Y. 
(Jeori^e Carleton Lee, 

New York, N. Y. 
Samuel A. Lee, Quincy. 111. 
William H. Lee.Tewksbury, Mass. 
(Charles K. Lee. OnuUia, Neb. 
Mrs. ,J L. Dor ranee, Attica, N. Y. 
Mrs. Mary K. Chipp, 

liayuiond, S. D. 
Mrs. Alice Lee Wells, 

Bridt^eport, Conn. 
Mrs. J. Kt I wards Lee, 

Salisbury, Conn. 
Mrs. Frances H. Brinson, 

Diamond BlutT, Wis. 
Mrs. (Charles K- Folg^r, 

Cape Vincent. N. Y. 
William Lee, Marysville. Ohio. 
William C. 1<ee. Louisville, Ky. 
FrdileHoktL liCe, 

Cooperstown, N. Y. 
Mrs. William Seaton. 

(jteenville. Iowa. 
Mrs. Jane Dtmage, 

(ireeii Spring, Ohio. 
Mrs. Arietta 1). Lee, 

(Ireen Spring, Ohio. 
Oeorge A. Kirk, 

Windham Center, Ont 
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Klnathaii H. Jiuld, AHlilaiul, Wiu. 
MrH. Olivia A. .Tiiild. 

Ashiainl. Wis. 
William P. Lee, Loiii&iiville, Ky. 
Simeon L. Hryiiiii^, 

SpriiigiieUl, Out. 
Mrs. Aiiioret Pe^Ki 

2St. WilliaitiH, Out. 
Mrs. KmmaOhiulwick. 

Simcoe, Out. 
Mrs. Julia Joliiisou, 

McMiiinville, Oregon. 
MrM. Francis L. Oubeen, 

Heat on, 111. 
Rev. Hamilton Lee, 

Martinez, Cal. 
Mrs. Audejia Heanpre. 

Port Uoyal, Ont 
Mrs. Kev. R. A. Canclee, 

Toledo, Ohio. 
Mrs. Myra K. PhiilipH, 

Oenver, Col. 
Mrs. Grace Lee Schmitlt, 

New York, N. Y. 
Charles H. Lee, Jane«vil]6, Wis. 
Irvin K Lee, 

Lewih, Essex (^o., N Y. 
Fayette L. Miller, 

Lewis, Ks'sex Co , N. Y. 
Mrs- Harriet Lee Greene, 

Delaware, Ohio. 
Mrs. Hattie Trusdell, 

Kirwin. Kan. 
Mrs. (iilbert B. Cardweil, 

Little Falls. N. Y. 
Mrs. Mary B. Herrlck, 

Ohiciit^o, ill. 
Mrs. Mary Dickinson, 

Danbury, Conn. 
Mrs. Goor(;e IL Howard, 

Ohicai^o, HI. 
Ure. Kmily H. Mason, 

Forest, Ont. 
Mrs. Lucy Lee Gregory, 

J.a Gran^'Oville, N. Y. 
Mrs. Hiram Hailey, 

Jacksonville, Mich. 
Mrs. M. L. Pouieroy, 

Flint, Mich. 
Miss Phebe Lee, 

Sonthington, Conn. 
Miss Harah Lee. 

Houthington, Conn. 
Mrs Lncinda Lee Woodruff, 

Southinfcton, Conn* 
Frederick H. Woodrutf. 

Bouthington. Conn. 
Mrs. Kranla L. Collver, 

Chicago. Hi. 
Kev. J. N. Lee. 

South McAllister, L T. 
George H Sage, lierlin, Conn. 



(iraham Lee. Handet, HI. 
Charles N. Lee. New York, N. Y. 
i)r. Hamlet Hart, Kureka. Mich. 
Mrs. Ann H. Lee, KIbridge, N. Y. 
Mrs. Evelyn C. Iluglies, 

Ktbridge, N. Y. 
Mrs. Ann C. Bowen, 

Oshkosh. Wis. 
Mrs. Peter H. Sliter, 

Chatham, N. Y. 
Mrs. Flora Lee Hiatt* 

Chicago, 111. 
Charles E. Lea, Chicago, Hi. 
Theodore L. Snow, Barre, V^t. 
Civilian S. Lee, Jackson, Mich. 
Harlan Lee, Garland, Kan. 
Mrs. Henry William J^ee, 

Alontgomery, Ala. 
Chester 1\ Loomi.s, Granby, Conn. 
Hurry W. Lt»e, Liverpool, N. Y. 
William F. Lee, JJveri>ool, N. Y. 
Dr. S. G. Bryning, Fulton, III. 
Warren H. Lee, Garland, Kan. 
Mr. and Mrs. W. G. Roberts, ■ 

Saraiuic Lake, M. Y. 
^iv. and Mrs. James L. K. Roberts, 
Westport, N. Y. 
Mj*8. Krmhia C. Dougan, 

Elizabethtowu, N. Y. 
Mrs. Helen Leu Finch, 

Siuithington, Conn. 
Mrs. Charles P. Hobart, 

Southington, Conn. 
Foster Bf. Cardweil, 

West Pulhiuui. HI. 
Mrs. Edward Beelie, Capac, Mich. 
Prof. Irving P. Church, 

Uhica, N. Y. 
BIrs. Caroline A. Lee and Son, ' 

Bonthington, ('Onn. 
John Curtis, " ** 

Mrs. li. H. Ben.son, (iray, Iowa. 
Mrs. Clara B. Shepherd, 

Milwaukee, Wis. 
Birs. Ruth W. Bi-ewster, 

New York. 
Mrsl Catherine Chaimuin, 

Echo, Blinn. 
Bfrs. B. L. Depew, Echo, Blinn. 
Blrs. Thonnus A. Jjee, 

New Britain, Conn. 
Mrs. Eliza Lee Tichnor, 

Ithiea, N. Y. 
AUnMt «. Lee, Phna»h»li»h!a, Penn. 
Alvah Bushnell, 

Philadelphia, Penn. 
Bliss Katherine W. Lee, 

Unionville, (!onn. 
Bfrs. Thonuis Follanshee, 

Elmira, N. Y. 



Ixiv 



LEE FAMILY KE-UNIUN, 



Mrs. Charles Utley, 

WiUiiimiitii!, (yoiui. 
Henry H. Lee, YpsiluJiti, Mich. 
Mius Aiiielui ii. Lee, 

llaiuburj^, N. Y. 
("harleH Lee, Kent, (-oun. 
Huniuel H. Lee, Sr., Duplex, Tenu. 
K. L.- K^Kl^i^t^iS Pktoii, Out. 
Dr. Fnuik H. Fie** Ouuauii, (Joiin. 
Henry A. Lee, Hellville, O. 
Hiirtou E. jjee, Placerville, Oal. 
Mrs. li. W. Hodj^kins, 

Sprhjf,^ Hill, Kan. 
Mrs. Sarah E. Mahan, 

ArcmUa, Kan. 
Mrs. Annie R. Watrons, 

Hartford, Conn. 
W. R. Kirk, Stirling?, 111. 
('hauneey W. Lee, Aurora, HI. 
(>luiuncey O. Lee, '** *'. 
Mrs. Ellen Lee Oisgood, 

Rutland, Vt. 
Frederick O. Lee, New York, N. Y. 
Mrs. Cornelia Lee liutts, 

Manlius, N. Y. 
Reuben L. Butts, " ** 

Dr. W. J. Wilcox, Oakland, Cal. 
Mrs. F. F. Follett, 

Waterford, N. Y. 
James O. J^ee, Woodland, Mich. 
Mrs. F. E. ln{;erson, 

Nashville, Mich. 
a. W. RiHin^^ Woodland, Mich. 
Hon. William (i. HterliuK, 

Northampton, Mass. 
Rev. Alviili Bushnell, 

St. Joseph Mo. 
Mrs. E. L. Hutchison, 

Ro(;kland ('enter, Wis. 
Lucius H. L4'e, Janesville, Wis. 
Mrs. Amelia Van Valen, 

Janesville, Wis. 
Mrs. A. Osliorn, Adrian, Micli. 
Rev. Henry DuslimOI, 

Wester vi lie, O. 
James N. Lee, Bristol, ( 'onn. 
Aliss Mav A. Smith, Hoston, Mass. 
Samuel B. l^ee, Jr., DiipU>x, Tenn. 
John W. N. Ijee, Duplex, Tenn. 
Mrs. Alfred J. Wheeler, New York. 
Mi-s. T. D. Bentley, (MiiciM,'o, 111. 
Mrs. Uraoe L. Bturi^s, 

Philadelphia, Pemi. 
IfitM Martha C. luKersoli, 

Auienia, N. Y. 
Mrs. Henry Ureen, Fair Haven, Vt. 
Mllford Ji. Lee Lewis, New York. 



Dr. (yharles Lee Kinj?, . . 

La Manda Park, ('al. 
Mrs. A. E. Hudson, Rockton, HI. 
(ieorge R. Lee. Aurora, HI. 
Samuel C. Lee, Baltimore, Md. 
(jleor^e F. Butts, Omaha, Neb. 
Judson C. Ware, 

North Ellba, N. Y. 
Afrs. Eli/a L. Stuyter, 

Hartford, ('onn. 
Frederick J. Ijee and wife, 

Howell, Mich. 
Mrs. (iuilford Smith, 

.South Windham, ('onn. 
(yharles Lee Judd, Alvin, Texas. 
Charles P. Lee, Alvin, Texas. 
Mrs. H. (J. Davidson, 

Mont{^<»nu»ry, Ala. 
R. Porter Lee, 

NiaKiira Falls, N. Y. 
J. lice ('herry. (/oknubus, (). 
Mrs. Georjje T. Olmsted, 

J)etroit, Mich. 
Mrs. Marion D. Howe, 

Wa.shinKton, D. il 
Wm. J. Lee, Rochester, N. Y. 
Elisha S. Lee, Rochester, N. Y. 
Miss Mary L. Hart, 

Barkhamsted, Conn. 
Rollin L. B. Hart, 

Barkhamsteil, (-onn. 
Mrs. Charles Sherwuotl, 

Dovor mains, N. Y. 
Mrs. ('harles S. Lamlers, 

New Ih'itain, (*oniL 
Prof. Thomas (i. l.iee, 

Minneaiiolis, Minn. 
Robert A. Lee, J^ouisville, Ky. 
William H. Lee, WoiKllaml Mich. 
Henry B. J.ee. New York, N. Y. 
Mrs. E. M. Klise, 

Nashville, Mich. 
Mrs. Mary A. Allen, 

Northampton, Mass. 
William C. Lee, Louisville, Ky. 
Miss IMiebe M. T. Lee, 

Nashville, Tenn. 
Edpir J. Lee, Brooklyn, N. Y. 
David C. J^ee, St. J.iOuis, Mo. 
Miss (^1ara L. Bowman, 

Bristol, (.'onn. 
Dr. J. V. HryninK, 

Atchison, Kan. 
H. HarHmm, l-tH*, Rutland, Vt. 
Alfred (J. Leu, Rutland, Vt. 
Mrs. S. S. RandalU New York, 
Simcoe Lee, Philadelphia, Penn. 



FAKMINGTON, CONN., AUGUST, 1 896. Ixv 



CONCLUSION. 

In concluding, we would say to our friends, that it is very 
desirable to keep alive the Lee Association and to look forward 
to a future re-union. The year lyoo has been suggested, that we 
might round out the century by such an event. But the future is 
uncertain. If the suggestion is carried out, it is evident that the 
burdens of management must be borne by younger shoulders. 

A large attendance cannot be expected from distant Slates, 
but it is significant to note the feeling of kinship which is 
expressed, and which needs only to' bt- cultivated by personal 
acquaintance to ripen into a general interest. Learn more of 
your ancestors, of their ck)ings, and of their loyalty to their 
country, and you will ft el more interested in tiieir posterity. A 
deej)er interest is manifested every time they are brought together. 

Our kindred are earnestly recpiested to correspond freely with 
the secretary or assistant, anil to communicate any changes, 
births, marriages, or deatiis, with dates, or any other events of 
interest, that records nuiy be kept with a view to future publica- 
tion. Incjuiries will also be cheirfully answered. 

It will be borne in mind that there are still supposeil to be 
the descendants of many families who havu not yet been discov- 
ered. Among them may be named descendants of JaVed Lee, 
second, son of Autos of tiie Thomas branch, and a large number 
of tlie David l)ranch. 

To those who are not familiar with the proceedings of the 
gathering of 1S84, and the family information publisheil soon 
after, we would state that the edition of the work is nearly 
exhausted. A few copies only may be had by application to the 
secretary. 

Many letters of regret were received, expressing much interest 
in the re-union and heartily wishing it a success, although the 
writers were unable to be present from various causes. Some from 
old age, others from ill health, business matters, expense, etc. 
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